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Editorial

Wisdom Cannot Be Imported

People suffer through blunders, greed, and worldly
aspiration. But the Assyrians have suffered through
misplaced trust . . . This is why today the Assyrians are
scattered like sheep without a shepherd.

George M. Lamsa

As an Eastern and Colonized people; how can we
benefit from “The Realm of Western Politics,” that had
developed over centuries ago outside of our people’s
experience?

With the Sept.-Oct. issue of last year,
MHADYANA* began to bring to its readers excerpts
from the writings of different western social and political
thinkers — in the hope that “our people may benefit
from their experience and knowledge.”

Inlight of the circumstances we are in, it is difficult to
see how these excerpts, taken out of their historical
context, can make any sense to us. We have had a
unique historical and social experience. We, therefore,
should question the relevance and worth of western
ideas to our present situation. We should also remind
ourselves that we have had a heritage of more than 2,400
years of persecution and national confusion; and we
may still suffer longer should we be tempted to prescribe
imported wisdom for our national salvation.

We must learn from other people who used “western
wisdom” but failed. Today, instead of seeking easy solu-
tions for our problems, we must first understand the
plight of our people in their homeland and of those in
Diaspora. As we recognize the crisis we all face, we will
see that the wisdom we need can neither come from the
West nor from the Sky. Eventually, our political wis-
dom will evolve as we develop our national conscious-
ness; and as we strive to reach our goal.

One final question for MHADYANA: Where have _
all the Wise Men and Women of Assyria gone?

*MHADYANA is published by the Education Committee of the Assyrian
Social Club in Chicago.

NOTICE

WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF REVIS-

ING OUR MAILING LIST. IF YOU WISH
TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THE
NINEVEH MAGAZINE, PLEASE SEND
USYOUR CONTRIBUTION AND LET US
KNOW OF ANY ADDRESS CHANGE.

MAKE YOUR CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF
AMERICA

(NINEVEH MAGAZINE)

1920 San Pablo Ave.

Berkeley, CA 94702

SATURDAY, JULY#
at 1:00 P.M.

Attend the Assyrian cultural day pre-
sented by our Foundation.

There will be speakers on various sub-
jects, Assyrian film and art works will
be shown, and authentic Assyrian
dishes will be served.

Everyone is welcome!!

BRITISH BETRAYAL OF THE ASSYRIANS
By Yusuf Malek

For a copy of this historical book, you can
send your reguest plus $15 to:
MR. SARGON KISHTO
66 DUDLEY DR,
BERGENFIELD, N.J. 07621

Tel.: BOO—526-0441 Bet-Nahrain

This August 7!

The Assyrian Martyrs” Day will be
observed by the Assyrian Foundation
at the Foundation’s Hall,

1920 San Pablo Ave.,
Berkeley, CA

We invite you to join us in
this commemoration.




Letters to the
Editor

Only Hujada Responded

In May 1982 I asked you for a list of all the current
Assyrian periodicals known to you. You published, in
the 4th Quarter 1982 issue of Nineveh, the names and
addresses of eleven Assyrian magazines and newspapers
in circulation.

Two months ago, I wrote to six of them requesting
sample copies and subscription information. My letters
to Peace and to The Assyrian Quest came back marked:
“Return to Sender — No Such Number!” And I've had
no response to date from The Assyrian Star, Voice of the
Assyrians, or from Foice of the East. The only one that
responded was Hujada, the monthly published by the
Assyrians of Sweden. [ received, promptly, the last three
issues — accompanied by a covering letter.

Unfortunately, I could read and understand only a
small portion of the impressive multi-language publica-
tion. But I remitted a donation along with my praise for
a job well done!

1 thought this information mught be of interest to you,
to your readers and to the publishers of the magazines
mentioned.

M. K. Pius
Turlock, Calif.

Shape Up Nineveh

1 have been a subscriber to Nineveh Magazine for the
past three years and would like to continue my subscrip-
tion, However, what I have observed in this magazine is
lack of responsiveness to the current social and spiritual
crisis that our people are facing all over the world.

In fact, Nineveh Magazine has not been much better
than other Assyrian periodicals which have miainly
preoccupied themselves with the glory of our ancient
history. It is not important what we were in the past, the
important matter is what we can learn from it to under-
stand our present and to strive for the future.

Today, we are living in a turbulent and changing
world, where our people are going through intellectual
and spiritual reorientation.
ee =« . . Letusnot have Nineveh Magazine, “Voice

of The Assyrian Foundation of America,” dedicated
mainly to relics and history books, but rather to con-
temporary issues and events so that our people’s social
awareness can be raised.

I wish you continued success.

E. M.

Turlock, California

Keep Me Informed in Kansas

Recently, an Assyrian friend sent me a copy of
Nineveh. As an Assyrian living in the midwest, I fee] that
your publication could do a lot to keep me informed of
the activities of other Assyrians. Therefore, I would like
to subscribe to Nineveh.

_Fred Tarverdi

Overland Park, Kansas

Yadgar’s System Appreciated

1 read with interest Mr. Belus Yadgars article in Vol.
5, No. 5 of Nineveh. I am the secretary to the Chaldean
Exarch, Mar [brahim Ibrahim, and have been using an
Apple I + for 3 years now. I have been experimenting
with the “Higher Text II” program from Synergistic
Software trying to develop my own Aramaic font and
then put them into some practical program for use. [am
praying that your program will be compatible with my
Apple.

Would you be so kind as to send me any information
you might have on the Assyrian Language Program of
Mr. Yadgar including what are its requirements for use
as well as the price. We have many needs and uses for
this most ancient and holy language. 1 just thank God
that someone has finally developed this program.

Thank you for your time and trouble, I look forward
to hearing from you about this.

Fr. Jon Buffington
Secretary to the Chaldean Exarch

Yadgar’s System Needed

In reference to the article, “Assyrian Language and
Computer Technology,” Nineveh, Vol. 5, No. 5, I wish
to congratulate Mr. Belus Yadgar and Mr. George Bet-
Shlimon for their accomplishment and contribution to
the Assyrian language.

{ am the president of the Youth Society of the Assy-
rian Church of the East in San Jose, Mar Yosip Parish.
We have been preparing for the production of our publi-
cation; but, up to this time, we have not been able to
acquire an Assyrian typewriter,

Now, thank God for the accomplishment of these two
gentlemen who have made it feasible for us to use com-
puter technology to bring out our publication.

However, [ would like to know if this system is com-
patible with any home computer system or is it designed
to work with a specific operating system of a specific
computer system?

We are looking forward to seeing this system used for
our publication.

Esha E. Tamras
San Jose, Calif,



A STATUE FROM
SYRIA WITH
ASSYRIAN AND
ARAMAIC
INSCRIPTIONS

A. R. Millard
and P. Bordreuil

The oldest extant Aramaic text
engraved on this recently
found statue of an Assyrian
provincial official in Syria
provides some exciting new
clues for the early history of
this language and script.

In recent years the soil of Syna has
yielded many major archeological dis-
coveries, the palace at Ebla with its
extensive archives being the most sen-
sational. Now another object of first
importance has come to light. Enlarg-
ing his field with a bulldozer in Feb-
ruary 1979, a farmer unearthed a life-
size stone statue of a man, engraved
with many lines of writing.

BIBLICAL ARCHEOLOGIST/SUMMER 1982



Map of Syria: Teil Fekheriyeh (ancient Sikan) is located on one of the tributaries of the Habur River, opposite Guzan.
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This statue and its inscriptions.

add in many ways to our knowledge of
Syrian history, culture, and language,
and we are grateful for the opportunity
to make them known to readers of the
Biblical Archeologist. A detailed edi-
tion, La Statue de Tell Fekherye et sa
bilingue assyro-araméenne is pub-
lished in Paris, and preliminary reports
are also available (Abu Assaf 1981; Abu
Assaf, Bordreuil and Millard 1982).
Qur study of the statue has been pub-
lished at the urgent invitation of the
Director General of the Department of
Antiquities and Museums of the Syrian
Arab Republic, Dr. Afif Bahnassi, and
the Director of Excavations, Dr.
Adnan Bounni. To them and to their
colleagues in the National Museum at
Damascus, where the statue is dis-
played, we offer our thanks for their
generosity and help.

The Place of Discovery

To understand the significance of the
statue, some familiarity with the region
where it was found is necessary. The
discovery was made at the edge of the
ruined city now known as Tell
Fekheriyeh, which lies at the southern
edge of Ras el-'Ayn, close to the

Rasafa

.
Tadmur

Syrian-Turkish frontier. Both the
modern settlement and the ancient one
owe their existence to the strong spring
beside them which is a principal source
of the River Khabur, a major tributary
of the Euphrates. Excavations were
made on the tell by an expedition from
the University of Chicago in 1940
(McEwan, 1958). In 1955 and 1956
Anton Moortgat made soundings on
behalf of the Max Freiherr von Op-
penheim Stiftung (Moortgat 1956,
1957, 1959). Occupation at the site
stretched from prehistoric to late
Roman times. A building of the late
second millennium B.C. contained
cuneiform tablets (H. H. Giiterbock in
McEwan 1958, 86fT.).

About 1Y4 miles (2 km) from Tell
Fekheriyeh, and on the other side of
the Khabur River, stands another an-
cient mound, the famous Tell Halaf.
Baron Max von Oppenheim'’s excava-
tions here (1899, 1911-13, 1927-29) dis-
covered fine painted pottery which has
given the name Halaf to a whole cul-
ture of Western Asiatic prehistory (see
Frankel 1979). The main structures un-
covered were monumental buildings
decorated with unique stone statues
and bas-reliefs. Cuneiform inscrip-
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tions on them declare that they be-
longed to *‘the palace of Kapara, king
of Guzan.” The city is thus identified
with a place known from Assyrian and
biblical texts (see below). Ever since
this discovery was made there has
been vigorous debate over the age of
the sculptures. The excavater placed
them in the third millennium B.C.,
claiming Kapara re-used them in his
palace (von Oppenheim 1933, 1939),
but no one accepts this today for the
evidence clearly points to a date be-
tween 1000 and 600 B.C., contemporary
with Kapara. Current opinion favors
the Sth century B.C., perhaps the later
decades (see Orthmann 1971; Mallo-
wan 1966: 331 n.22, 344 n.18; Akurgal
1979, argues for the late 8th century
B.C.; Genge 1979: 127, prefers a date
earlier in the 9th century).

Assyrian inscriptions first men-
tion Guzan when reporting a campaign
by Adad-nirari IT (ca. 911-891 B.C.). He
received tribute from its ruler Abi-
salamu ca. 894 B.C. Ashurnasirpal 11,
Adad-nirari’s son, took tribute from
Guzan, ca. 881 B.C. and again about
five years later when on the way to
Carchemish (for the texts see Grayson
1976: pars. 433, 553, 584). Herein lies



the strategic value of both sites; they
control a major segment of the best
route from northern Assyria to the
Euphrates crossing at Carchemish and
on to the Mediterranean. Any army
moving west from Assyna would need
to be assured these cities were in
friendly hands. Assyrian records tell
nothing more of Guzan until 808 B.C.
when the army may have moved to
crush a revolt there {the source for this
i1s an entry in the Eponym Chronicle
[see Luckenbill 1927; 4331). During the
8th century B.C. Guzan was certainly a
part of the Assyrian empire, for the
names of four of its governors are
known. Each of them served as
eponym, that is to say, gave his name to
ayearinthe Assyrian system of dating,
in the same way as the archons at
Athens or the consuls at Rome.

When Adad-nirari II went to
Guzan he also visited *"Sikan which
lies at the source of the Khabur.” Tell
Fekheriyeh suits this description ad-
mirably, and is commonly identified
with Sikan. The inscriptions on the
statue strongly support this. Whether
or not Sikan was the same place as
earlier Washshukanni, capital of the
Mitanni kingdom in the 15th and 14th
centuries B.C.. remains undecided, al-
though we argue it was. The cuneiform
tablets found in the American excava-
tions do not name the place.

The Statue

A basalt block had been carefully
carved to represent a man standing
with his hands clasped at the waist, and
his feet together. The head had been
broken off in antiguity, but was recov-
ered with the body so that the figure is
complete apart from the tip of the nose
and the end of the beard. Hair and
beard are curled, the body is covered
with a short-sleeved tunic reaching to
the ankles, and a shawl is draped over
the left shoulder and tucked in at the
waist. Both tunic and shawl have
fringes along their lower edges. On the
feet are sandals tied with thongs,
carved especially well. The man wears
no jewelry, no diadem or insignia of
rank, and carries no weapon or staff of
office.

In style the statue has obvious
links with the Assynan statues of the
9th century B.C. of Ashurnasirpal Il
and Shaimaneser 11l (see Strom-

menger: 1970). However, the rarity of
such sculptures and our ignorance of
preceding phases in the development
of Assyrian carving means that art-
historical comparisons cannot give a
close dating for this figure. What is
clear is the Assynan influence. The
statue contrasts sharply with the
non-Assyrian concepts of the Tell
Halaf images, although the workman-
ship of some of those pieces is of
equally high order.

The Inscriptions

Upon the skirt of the man two inscrip-
tions are engraved, and it is they that
give the statue its real importance.
About two-thirds of the space is oc-
cupied by a text in the Assyrian
cuneiform script and the Assyrian
dialect. The 38 lines of writing, each
ruled from the one beside it, do notrun
horizontally as in other Assyrian in-
scriptions, but vertically, from the
waist to the hem of the tunic. In the
space left at the back of the statue the
second inscription is incised, in the
west Semitic linear alphabet and in an
Aramaic dialect. Its 23 horizontal lines
of writing more than filled the space
available: the penultimate line begins
far to the right of the others, beneath
the ends of the Assyrian lines, and the
final line is squeezed on to the border
of the fringe. This arrangement dem-
onstrates the priority in time of engrav-
ing of the Assyrian inscription and its
importance to those who erected the
statue.

As we read the inscriptions it be-
comes apparent that they are very
similar. In fact, the Aramaic is, in large
part, a translation of the Assyrian.
This is the first lengthy bilingual
Assyrian-Aramaic text to be discov-
ered. Apart from clerical notes on clay
tablets, no other examples of such
translation survive from the Assyrian
period. In Persian times there are sev-
eral cases of official translations, in-
cluding the Behistun inscription of
Darius I in Persian, Babylonian, and
Aramaic. The practice of translation is
attested over a very long pericd among
scribes using the cuneiform script, and
is seen in the versatility of Sen-
nacherib’s general before Jerusalem (2
Kgs 18:26). If the date we propose for
the statue is accepted, it preserves the
oldest Aramaic composition so far
known, and makes a major contribu-

tion to our knowledge of the history of
the language.

Translation

We now present a fairly literal transla-
tion of the Assyrian text with the var-
iations of the Aramaic in parentheses.
The composition divides naturally into
two parts.

To Adad (The image of Hadad-vyis'l
which he has set up before Hadad of
Sikan),

regulator of the waters of heaven and
earth,

who rains down abundance,

who gives pasture and watering places to
the people of all cities (to all lands},

who gives portions and offerings (rest
and vessels of food)

to (all) the gods, his brothers,

regulator of {all) rivers,

who enniches the regions {all lands),

the merciful god to whom it is good to
Pray.

who dwells in Guzan (Sikan),

to the great lord, his lord,

Adad-it'i (Hadad-yis'i), governor (king)
of Guzan,

son of Shamash-nuni (Sas-nari), also
governor (king) of Guzan,

for the life of his soul,

(and) for the length of his days,

(and) for increasing his years,

(and) for the prosperity of his house,

(and for the prosperity) of his descen-
dants,

(and for the prosperity) of his people,

(and) to remove illness from his body
(from him),

for hearing my prayer (and for making
his prayer heard),

(and) for accepting my (his) words,

he devoted and gave (he set up and gave
to him).

(And) whoever afterwards shall repair its
ruined state {(shall raise it to erect it
anew},

may he put my name (on it).

(And) whoever erases my name (from it)

and puts his name,

may Adad (Hadad), the hero, be his ad-
versary.

This first section, lines 1-18 of the
Assyrian, 1-12 of the Aramaic, seems
to be a complete text for a simple dedi-
cation. What follows is another com-
plete text, composed when the original
statue was restored, and perhaps when
the status of the ruler was enhanced.

The statue of Adad-it'i {Hadad-yis'Q)
governor (king) of Guzan, (and of}

Sikan, (and of) Azran,

for perpetuating (exalting and continu-
ing?) his throne,
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Facsimile of the Aramaic mscnpnon.

(and) for the length of his rule (life),

(and) so that his word might be pleasing
to gods and (to people),

this statue {image) he made better than
before.

- Before Adad (Hadad) who dwells in Si-

kan,

lord of the Khabur,

he bas set up his statue.

Whoever removes my name from the
furnishings of the house of Adad
(Hadad), my lord,

my lord Adad (Hadad) shall not accept
his food and water from him (from his
hand),

my lady Shala (Sawl) dirto (shali not ac-
cept his food and water from his hand};

(and) may he sow, but not harvest;

(and) may he sow a thousand measures
(of barley),

{and) may he take a se’ah (afraction from
it);

(and) may one hundred ewes not satisfy a
lamb (suckle a lamb, but it not be satis-
fied);

{and) may one hundred cows not satisfy
a calf (suckle a calf, but it not be satis-
fied);

(and) may one hundred women bakers
not fill an oven (one hundred women
bake bread in an oven, but not fill it),

may the gleaner glean in a refuse pit (and,
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may his men glean barley from a refuse
pit, and eat),

may disease, plague, and pestilence
(may plague, the staff of Nergal) not be
cut off from his land.

Hadad-yis‘i, Ruler of Guzan
The statue represents the dedicator;
his name is Aramaic. Its first element,
hd 1n Aramaic, shortened from Hadad
which we have used in English for
simplicity, was the name of the storm-
god of Syria and Mesopotamia. Other
sources prove he was a leading deity at
Guzan, and the dedication shows his
standing. The second element contains
the same base as certain ancient names
in Hebrew, Ugaritic, and Old South
Arabic. This is y-sk-" in Hebrew, seen
in Joshua (=Jesus) meaning '‘to save.”
Thus the name means “Hadad is my
salvation.”” A peculiarity in the
Aramaic of the statue inscription is the
way it has s (samech) in this and other
words (e.g., ysb “'to sit, dwell”) where
all other Old Aramaic texts would
write sh (shin) as in Hebrew and Akka-
dian.

Hadad-yis‘T’s father bore the
name Shamash-nuri, **Shamash is my

P
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light.” While such a name could belong
to more than one ancient Semitic lan-
guage, the written form in the Aramaic
text, ssnwry, demonstrates its origin in
an Assyrian dialect. Therefore the
father had an Assyrian name, the son
an Aramaic one. Each was titled “*gov-
ernor” in the Assyrian text, and there
can be no doubt about the meaning of
this; each in turn was subject to the
king of Assyria.

The Age of the Statue
As we have seen, the history of Guzan
is largely unwritten. No other texts are
available naming Hadad-yis‘i as its
ruler. Nevertheless, there are suffi-
cient clues for us to propose a date in
the middle of the 9th century B.C. for
his rule and the carving of his statue.
The history of the period 1200 to
800 B.C. in northern Mesopotamia is
not fully recorded, vet it is sufficiently
well known to point to one date for the
statue as more probable than any
others. In the 1ith and 10th centuries
B.C. the Assyrians were in decline.
From about 1050 to 930 B.C. their kings
hardly ventured from the homeland.
West of the Tigris Aramean tribes were




roaming, settling in old towns and set-
ting up new kingdoms. They would
name a region after a tribal leader, so
the area of Guzan became Bit Bahyan.
Assyrian kings had held some control
over upper Mesopotamia after the fall
of the Mitanni kingdom early in the
13th century B.C., and when the kings
of the 9th century led Assyrian troops
back into the area they claimed they
were recovering their own territory.
Occasionally they referred to the Ara-
mean incursions and capture of
Assyrian-held towns long before (see
Matamat 1973:138). It is hard to envis-
age Hadad-yis'T and his father serving
as governors for weak Assyrian kings
while proclaiming themselves “king”
to the local people, and producing a
statue so thoroughly Assyrian in
character. Therefore a date before ca.
900 B.C. seems unlikely.

To maintain a date in the 8th cen-
tury B.C. would involve fitting the
father and son between the governors
of Guzan named for the years 793, 763,
727, and 706 B.C. This suggestion is
possible, but faces objections on the
grounds of features in the Assynan
spelling and the Aramaic script.

Our date for the statue in the mid-
9th century B.C. is historically satisfac-
tory and accords with many of the de-
tails of the script and language. It rests
upon the identification of Shamash-
nuri, the father of Hadad-vyis'1 with the
Shamash-nuri who was the Assyrian
eponym for 866 B.C. Although the ex-
tant lists of eponyms do not include his
title, his turn of office falls in the same
year of the king’s reign (Ashurnasirpal
1I's) as do the eponymates of the later
governors of Guzan for the appropriate
kings. Furthermore, the eponym be-
fore him appears to have been gover-
nor of the adjacent region, Tushkhan,
and the governor of Guzan. Tushkhan
was conquered by Ashurnasirpal II
early in his reign, a conquest com-
memorated by a stone stele, now in the
British Museum.

The Status of the Rulers

Consequently, Shamash-nuri may be
seen as an Assyrian appointed to rule
Guzan by his master, or as a local ruler
who was comfirmed on the throne, or
put there by the Assyrian king, and
who adopted an Assyrian name as a
token of loyalty. His son followed on
the throne. A new piece of information

in this context is the double status the
ruler held, governor in the Assyrian
text, king in the Aramean. No other
cases like this are documented, but no
comparable bilingual or parallel texts
are available. Other Assyrian provin-
cial governors were powerful enough
to erect steles or other monuments in
their own names (Nergal-eresh at
Sab’a, Tell al-Rimah, and Tell Sheikh
Ahmed [the ancient Dur-katzimmu],
and Shamshi-ilu at Til Barsip, to name
two), and it may be they bore the title
“king” in Aramaic, too. While the
Aramaic term (m!k) may have a wider
range than “king” in English, corre-
sponding rather to “ruler,” the scribe
could have written a word for “gover-
nor” if he wished. Old Aramaic has a
word cognate with the Assynan (skn,
found on bricks at Hamath), and at
some point absorbed the Assyrian
word in its dialect form as sgn which
passed into biblical and later Hebrew
{e.g., in Isa 41:25),

The Assyrian Text

As noted already, this is the first exam-
ple of a bilingual inscription for Assy-
rian and Aramaic, and the Aramaic is
clearly a translation. In the Assyrian
text there are recognizable stock
phrases, indeed, the first part is little
more than a compilation of epithets
and pleas that find parallels in a variety
of Akkadian compositions. The
epithets applied to Adad include some
that could be attached to any major
deity. (The title “who gives portions
and offerings’’ describes Marduk in the
closing hymn of the Babylonian Epic
of Creation.) The curse “may Adad (or
another deity) be his adversary” is
found regularly in other texts. Those
texts are not monumental or votive in-
scriptions, however, but legal deeds of
neo-Assyrian times. In them the curse
serves as a sanction against breach of
contract. Although those documents
are later in date than the statue, there
need be no doubt the phrase was cur-
rent in that context during the 9th cen-
tury B.C.; the accidents of survival and
discovery deprive us of examples. All
these and other details suggest the
scribe who drafted the inscription was
educated in an Assyrian school. He
learned the same conventions as
scribes who worked for Ashurnasirpal
Il whose texts alone share certain
forms with the statue from Tell

Fekheriye. However he was schooled,
the scribe was probably more experi-
enced in setting out legal and adminis-
trative documents than monumental
inscriptions.

The Aramaic Text :

While the Aramaic version opens dif-
ferently from the Assyrian, having a
dedicatory clause similar to those
opening the Bar-Hadad stele and the
Zakkur (formerly Zakir) stele (see E
Rosenthal in Pritchard 1969; 655; Gib-
son: 1975: 3, B), the presentation clause
follows the Assyrian so closely that it
even has the verbs “"he set up and gave
to him’" at the end. Furthermore, the
tites of Adad and the prayers render
the Assyrian literally for the most part.
In two cases they include Akkadian
words written in Aramaic letters;
gugallu “water controller’” appears as
gwel, and “vessels of food™ is "dgwr,
apparently adagiiru or digaru, repre-
sented by a different word in the Assy-
rian. There are differences which result
from the modes of expression of the
two languages, and some which are in-
explicable, as in the last line. Nonethe-
less, the two texts are so similar that
there can be no doubt the Aramaic is a
translation.

In its language the Aramaic af-
fords much to interest scholars. No
other lengthy composition in Aramaic
is known from so early a date, orfroma
site in the eastern part of Syria. Basi-
cally it belongs with other texts classed
as Old Aramaic written in the 8th cen-
tury B.C. (see Rosenthal in Pritchard
1969; 655-61 and Gibson 1975), Those
texts are not uniform, apparently wit-
nessing to the existence of various
dialects in the cities of the Arameans.
The Tell Fekheriye statue brings evi-
dence for another dialect. In addition
to its own peculiarities, it has some
features which are regularly found in
the Imperial Aramaic of the Persian
Empire and biblical Aramaic but have
not been known hitherto in earlier
periods. Many have thought the ori-
gins of Imperial Aramaic lay in the
dialect spoken in Assyria towards the
end of the Assyrian Empire, and the
new text points in that direction. To-
gether with the grammatical di-
vergences, the inscription adds several
words to the known vocabulary of Old
Aramaic. This is to be expected, for
the amount of Old Aramaic recovered



is very small, and its content quite lim-
ited. (Most writing was done on
papyrus, leather, or wax-coated
wooden tablets, and these only survive
in unusual circumstances). Some of
the words are already found in biblical
Hebrew {(e.g., masgé ‘‘watering
place,” ¢f. Gen 13:10 describing the de-
sirable plain of Sodom), others are not
recorded until much later. The word
“refuse pit” or “dung pit” does not
recur until a thousand years after the
statue was inscribed when it was used
in the Aramaic targums of the OT to
render various words (“‘gate of pot-
sherds,” Jer 19:2; “refuse pit” Ps 113:7,
etc.).

Along with its contributions to
Aramaic language studies, the statue
has a markedly idiosyncratic Aramaic

script. Epigraphists agree that the’

Aramaic alphabet was descended from
the father of ail alphabets invented in
Canaan early in the second millennium
B.C. Its immediate ancestor was the
Phoenician alphabet of 22 letters.
When compared with the earliest
Phoenician inscriptions (11th and 10th
centuries B.C.) and the other specimens
of Old Aramaic, this inscription has a
very archaic appearance. There are let-
ter forms unparalleled after the early
10th century B.C. {e.g., mem with ver-
tical zig-zag head, tniangular tailless
daleth), and one is without analogy
after the 1ith century (the “inverted”
tamedh). Thus a first glance might lead
to a dating late in the 11th century B.C.
on paleographic criteria. Our analysis
of every letter has convinced us this
first impression is misleading. Other
forms, among them the he, the yodh,
the kaph, are clearly more developed.
Certain letters are unique in their
shapes, the waw with horizontal foot,
and the yade made like mem with an
extra stroke at the top. Together these
features imply that we are faced with a
local derivative of the Phoenician al-
phabet, perhaps adopted as early as
1000 B.C., and which continued in use
and produced its unique characteris-
tics. This conclusion suits well the sur-
prising ‘ayin, a circle with a point in the
center. The ‘ayin with the point is reck-
oned to have disappeared at the end
of the 11th century B.C. from Phoeni-
cian. That it could survive is shown by
its presence in some archaic Greek in-
scriptions of the 8th century B.C.

Paleography alone is too uncer-
tain a means for dating the Tell
Fekheriyeh inscription; its sources are
too meager. In this case we have the
evidence of the Assyrian text and
script, suggesting a date after 900 B.C.,
the historical context that is required
for the statue, and our argument for the
identity of Hadad-yis'T's father with
the eponym of 866 B.C. to weigh beside
the vagaries of the Aramaic script. The
mid-9th century B.C. date seems ines-
capable. Its significance for Aramaic
and West Semitic epigraphy, and for
theories about the date when the
Greeks borrowed the alphabet (such as
J. Naveh 1980) requires additional
study.

Biblical Sidelights

Nothing in the inscriptions has a direct
relationship with the Bible. The texts
illustrate the situation of a small state
under Assyrian aegis, the use of two
languages, and the traditional piety of a
ruler. In the curses upon a later ruler
and his people should he erase
Hadad-yis'l’s name two passages hap-
pen to find their nearest parallels in the
Old Testament. The curse “"May he
sow a thousand measures of barley,
may he take a se’ah” (that is, may he
reap less than one thousandth part of
what he sows) can be set beside [sa
5:10 where the Lord has sworn “A
ten-acre vineyard will produce only a
bath of wine, a homer of seed only an
ephah of grain™ (that is, the harvest
will be about one tenth of the amount
sown). The same idea is expressed in
Deut 28:38; Hag 1:6. The curse of
dearth, “‘May one hundred women
bakers not fill an oven” or more speci-
fically from the Aramaic, *May one
hundred women bake bread in an oven
but not fill it” is comparable with the
curse for apostate Israel in Lev 26:26,
“When I cut off your supply of bread,
ten women will be able to bake your
bread in one oven, and they will dole
out the bread by weight. You will eat
but vou will not be satisfied.”

Other curses on the statue echo
curses in ancient treaties and royal in-
scriptions in Assyrian and in Aramaic.
What they show is the richness of a
common reservoir of colorful impreca-
tions that were at the disposal of an-
cient Semitic speakers and writers.
They are drawn from the common

phenomena of daily life in predomi-
nantly agricultural societies.
Similarities between them do not
necessarily prove any direct relation-
ship.

Within the Aramaic text are three
words which are immediately relevant
to understanding biblical Hebrew. One
is part of Hadad's epithet “who en-
riches the regions.”” The Assyrian verb
is employed alone or with words for
wealth, luxuriance, or specifically with
oil in this sense, The Aramaic verb is
‘dn, new to our Old Aramaic lexicon,
its meaning undoubted in the light of
the Assyrian, and of the biblical He-
brew cognate noun and verb. In the
context of a god who provides all that
is necessary for food production, it is
hard to divorce the Aramaic word from
the name of the “delicious Paradise”
of Genesis 2, the Garden of Eden.
Commentators have preferred to link
the name with Sumerian edin *steppe”
since the recovery of cuneiform
sources (e.g., Speiser 1964: 16); now
the traditional explanation, a place of
luxuriance, may regain force.

The statue is referred to by two
Aramaic words, both with Hebrew
cognates. The initial word of the in-
scription introduces it as dmwt’, “‘the
tmage.” At the start the second part
the word used in the Aramaic is §im
“‘statue,” in the Assyrian its cognate
salmu. This is not a means of distin-
guishing the two parts of the inscrip-
tion, for dmwi’ reappears three lines
later. These two words in their Hebrew
dress are the famous '‘image’ and
“likeness” in God’s creation of man in
Gen 1:26; cf. 5:3. Their clear applica-
tion to this stone statue, the only an-
cient occurrence of the words as a pair
outside the OT, provides fuel for the
debate over the meaning of the clause
in Genesis 1 (see Clines 1968; Barr
1968).

How long Hadad-yis't’s statue
stood in Hadad's temple in Sikan we do
not know. Israelites deported by Assy-
rian kings from Samaria to “Gozan on
the Habor River™ (2 Kgs 17:6) may
have seen it there. Pondering their fate
and the Assyrian rule of Gozan, they
may have been tempted to think both
Yahweh and Hadad were powerless be-
fore Assyria, as Sennacherib claimed
(2 Kgs 19:12).
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CONFLICT AND PERSISTENCE IN
THE IRAQI-CHALDEAN ACCULTURATION.,

{Order No, 65-5402)

Qaig Naima Al-Nouri, Ph.D,
University of Washington, 1964

Chairman; Professor Melville Jacobs

Most studies of immigrant groups in the United States
tend to over-emphasize cultural assimilation without paying
much attention to ethnic continuity, Furthermore, they fail
to Interest themselves in questions of ethnic in-group con-
flict, My study has focused on this conflict and placed
stresa on persistence rather than assimilation,

The first chapter offers a statement about the cultural
background of the people who came to Detroit from Telkef
in Irag. It describes their immigration and the building of
a community in Detroit, Michigan.

The second chapter focuses on conflict at the family
level, Parental authority and household relationships have
been used as a framework for determining conflict,

The third chapter discusses conflict with reference to
kinship ties, Growing segmentation of the group has made
fulfillment of traditional kin obligations inconsistent with
certain individual ambitions. - The chapter displays seg-
mentation in its several phases and treats the particular
conflict involved in each. Specific kinship problems are
selected at the end of the chapter to illustrate conflict. .

Rivalry over leadership represents another manifesta-
tion of in-group conflict, which is discussed in the fourth
chapter. Factors causing conflict are analyzed as well as
levels of leadership,

Conflict is most intense in occupations because of aug-
menting in-group competition. This aspect of conflict is
the subject matter of chapter five. The occupational
sBystem has been characterized in terms of trends and pro-
cegses. Occupation has also been treated as a major de-
terminant of social status.

The treatment of religion in the sixth chapter indicates
more harmony than conflict. Causal explanation is offered.
Emphasis is placed on the roles of church and ritualism in
integrating the group.

Chapter seven concerns itself with normative processes
in relation to conflict, continuity, and change. Specific
norms have been selected to illustrate these points,

Chapter eight concerns itself primarily with the group's
external relations. This has been necessitated by a need
for understanding the influence of the host culture on the
social life of the people. Attitudes to the host society have
been deduced irom the people’s American stereotype which
has been broken down into its constituent components, Bi-
cultural contact has been treated with some detail and is
segmented into specified types., The chapter also concerns
itself with determinants of group ethnicity which account
for much of the people’s cultural persistence and ethnic
pride. g
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A DESCRIPTION OF MODERN CHALDEAN:
A FUNCTIONAL-STRUCTURAL APPROACH.

(Order No., 70-4629)

Solomon I. Sara, 8.J., Ph.D.
Georgetown University, 1969

This work is a first attempt to describe Modern Chaldean
from a functional-structural (Pragean) point of view. The
introduction considers the place of Modern Chaldean within the
Semitic family of languages, and presents an ethno-linguistic
profile of the Modern Chaldean speech community in Irag.

The functional-structural description treats the language
as an entity which has its realization in speech events. Taking
the criterion of identity and difference as the rule of any given
in comraunication, limiting eidetic characterization to the
phonological primitives, this description seeks to explicate
the complexity of the language as object, characterizing its
structural parts in terms of their functions within the whole
or their own internal structures. Structures are described by
enumerating their parts, order groups or syntagms and alter-
nation groups or paradigms, and stating the relations between
them.

. Section one presents a complete phonological description
following the Prague School mcdel, with the realizations of the
phonemes characterized in articulatery terms, and a disiribu-
tional algorithm formulated.

Section two is devoted to the description of the functionally
simultanecus categories, i.e., to morphology. Paradigms of
forms having the same lexical content are partitioned into
mutually correct substitution groups, or proper state cate-
gories, and sub-~paradigms of morphemic modalities alternat-
ing within each proper state. A clear distinction 1s made
between morphological classes, i.e., parts of speech deter-
mined by common inflectional possibilities, here designated
as nomina, verba, adjectiva, ete., and distributional classes
or syntactic variables, here designated as nouns, verbs (of
various types), adjectives, etc.

Section three is concerned with the description of sequen-
tially ordered groups of categories, i.e., with syntax. The
structures of molecular expression, i.e., expressions which
need not or do not participate in the structures of more ex-
tensive expressions are describable in terms of unit expres-
sions, minimal syntagms, which are not further divisible into
gsequential combinations. The minimal molecular expression
is the clause. The minimal syntagm, the unit complex, is the
syntactic word here deiined by the functional simultaneity of
its moneme constituents. In Modern Chaldean, the verb itself
is contitutive in most clause types, and is characterized by a
remarkable polysynthetism in which both subject and object
of the verb may find expression within the ensemble of simul-
taneous manemes which constitute a single syntactic verb.

MAINTENANCE OF SOCIAL INTERACTION
PATTERNS IN AN ETHNIC GROUP

(Order No. 67-9407)

Mary Catherine Sengstock, Ph.D.
Washington University, 1967

Chairman: Albert ¥. Wessen

Recent sociological investigations have indicated that as-
similation of ethnic minorities into the dominant soclety pro-
ceeds at a slow rate, and that many ethnic groups retain their
distinctiveness as social entitieg after they have lost many of
the distinctively forelgn characteristics of the early immigran

Thig paper is an attempt to determine the degree to which
the American-reared descemdants of a single ethnic group have
retained the social patterns of their immigrant parents, in
spite of having dropped such ethnic characteristics as foreign

language usage, ethnic food patterns, and old country religious
customs, '



The group which is investigated is a community of Iraqi
immigrants, and their American-reared children, living in
Detroit, Michigan, and its immediate environs. All members
of the community are members of the Chaldean rite of the
Roman Catholic Church and are called Chaldeans. The study
is based upon data obtained on 908 persons, which constituted
the entire adult population in 1962, These data were supple-
mented by tnterviews taken with seventy-five respondents intel
viewed in the summer of 1963, All field work was conducted
by the author.

Immigrants and Chaldeans reared in the United States are
compared with respect to their cultural patterns, their econom
activities, extended family ties, and their heterosexual inter-
action patterns, as well as the degree to which they confine
their social contacta to other members of the Chaldean com-
munity. Finally, the degree to which any one individual par-
ticipates in many aspects of the community simultaneously
iz examined.

The data showed that in many respecis the American-
reared Chaldeans are much like the immigrants. Perhaps the
major respect in which the two groups resembled each other
is their mutual concern for the extended family. American-
reared were at least as likely as the immigrants to consider
family wishes when they made decisions, such as whom to
marry or what job to take, It was also found that both groups
were equally likely to live in extended {amily households or to
engage in family-run businesses. And both groups engage in
{frequent visiting of extended family members.

Notice

There is an increasing number of academic studies
done throughout the world on the Assyrian Heritage
that should be of a great interest to all of us.

We urge our readers to reflect on these studies as
they ilkustrate to the world the richness and immortal-
ity of the Assyrian Heritage.

If you wish to buy any of these studies, please
contact;

|
University Microfiim International
300 N. Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
Tel. 800-521-3042

AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH - ASOR
is offering over $135,000 in research fellow-
ships, professorships, scholarships and travel
grants for the academic year 1983-84. The awards
are desighed to offer opportunities for study in
humanistic disciplines such as anthropology,
archaeology, biblical studies, epigraphy, histo-
ry, history of art and architecture, literature,
philology, prehistory and topography. The pro-
gram encourages study of the Middle East, from
prehistoric times to the modern era. One-year
professorships and several types of fellowships
(senior, post-doctoral, pre-doctoral and under-
graduate) are available, most for being attached
to ASOR's institutes., located in either
Jerusalem, Amman, Nicosia or Philadelphia, and
a few being available for any Middle East country
(and one for Mesopotamia).

Contact: American Schools of Oriental Research,
4243 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19704
{phone: 215/222-4644).

Announcement

A group of interested Assyrians are currently explor-
ing the possibility of setting up an Assyrian organization
that would work towards meeting the needs and inter-
ests of the Assyrian community in Ohio. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Dr. William
Ramsini at the following address:

Dr. Wiliam Ramsini

2650 Nei Avenue, #106

Columbus, Ohio 43202

Phone: (614) 268-0008 (after 5 p.m.)

The Assyrian Sentinel - April, 1983

Express Your Views!
Write A Letter
To The Editor

Church Program 1983

MAR NARSAI PARISH

Assyrian Church of the East

3939 LAWTON STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94122

8-14-83 Dokhrana D’Mart Mariam

9-25-83 Shara D*Mar Narsai & Mar Bishoo
10-16-83 Dinner

11-6-83 Shara D’Mar Gewargis

11-27-83 Bazaar

Dec. 1983 Ovpen (Christmas Party)

12-25-83 Christmas (Qurbana) - Tea and Coffee

served)

“ﬁ
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The Lost Assyrian

What else can I dooo?™!

We Are What
We Want To Be
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A Colonized Person. ..

As long as he tolerates colonization, the only pos-
sible alternatives for the colonized are assimilation
or petrifaction. Assimilation being refused him, as
we shall see, nothing is left for him but to live iso-
lated from his age. He is driven back by colonization
and, to a certain extent, lives with that situation,
Planning and building his future are forbidden. He
must therefore limit himself to the present, and even
that present is cut off and abstract.

We should add that he draws less and less from
his past. The colonizer never even recognized that
he had one; everyone knows that the commoner
whose origins are unknown has no history. Let us
ask the colonized himself: who are his folk heroes?
his great popular leaders? his sages? At most, he
may be able to give us a few names, in complete dis-

order, and fewer and fewer as one goes down the
generations. The colonized seems condemned to lose

his memory.

Memory is not purely a mental phenomenon. Just
as the memory of an individual is the fruit of his his-
tory and physiology, that of a people rests upon its
institutions. Now the colonized's institutions are
dead or petrified. He scarcely believes in those which
continue to show some signs of life and daily con-
firms their ineffectiveness. He often becomes ashamed
of these institutions, as of a ridiculous and overaged
monument.

Albert Memmi

The Colonizer and the Colonized, p. 102

Nineveh’s Note:

Albert Memmi is an author and expert on the
sociology and psychology of the colonized people.
He now lectures at French universities. His mes-
sage has much relevance to the plight of Assyrians.
We highly recommend his writings.

KEEPIN TOUCH WITH
YOUR WORLD. . ...

SUBSCRIBE TO NINEVEH.




“"Kids! All they want 1o do is go to Earth and become filrm stars!”

Did the above kids (E.T.s) ever become film stars in
Assyria?

Nineveh's Note:

The poem below is from the Epic of Izdubar, written
by an anonymous Assyrian who envisioned space explo-
ration some 4,000 years ago. It is interesting to note how
this poem astoundingly mirrors the images of today’s
space travel.

And lifts his mighty arm across the sky,
And strikes the sun as it goes roaring by,
The fiery world with whiter heat now glows,
While a vast flood of flame behind it flows,
Thar curling, forms bright comets, meteors,
And planets multiply, and blazing stars,
Upon the ambient ether forming suns

That through new orbits sing their orisons.

Hell's gate they guard with Death’s remorseless face,

And hurl the sun around the realms of space,

E'en swifter than the lightning, while it goes

Along its orbit, . . .

And countless stars thus driven whirl around,

With all the circling planets circling, round.

Around the whole Expanse, grand cestes spread

O'er paths sidereal unending lead,

As circling wheels within a wheel they shine.

... Thou who on the axis of Heaven dawnest,
in the dwellings of the Earth, revolves.

The path they take behind the rising sun

The setting sun they pass—with wings have flown

The scorpion men, within wide space have gone,

Thus from his sight the monsters far have flown.

The Bulletin/Sycney

A girdle spans the Heavens with pure light, that shines

around the River of the Night,
Within the circling rays a host appears
The singers of the skies, as blazing spheres.
Not so, my King. Behold this glorious sphere,
Where gods at last take all these souls from here.

So now when any passenger asks me what nationality
Lam, Isimply give them a copy of this summary and all
the information they plan on asking me is there.

An Anonymous Assyrian Stewardess
Jrom Chicago, Hiinois

YOU ASKED ME WHAT NATIONALITY I AM?
HERE IS A BRIEF HISTORY OF MY PEOPLE

Tam an Assyrian American. I am not to be confused
with Syrians from Syria. My ancestors were of the rich
and powerful land of Mesopotamia which lay between
the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers, just south of the
Garden of Eden. Today this entire area is under Iraq and
Turkey. We are not Arabs or Moslems, we are Chris-
tians. We still speak our ancient mother tongue, Ara-
maic, which is also the language Christ spoke, and were
among the first converts to Christianity. The Assyrians
played an important part in the history of the Near East,
of the Bible, and of religion in general. Our ancient ¢ity
of Nineveh was converted to the Lord by Jonah. The
Assyrian Church, or as it is known, the Ancient Apos-
talic Church of the East, was one of the strongest Chris-
ttan Churches in the world and was noted for its mis-
sions in the Middle East, India, China, Mongolia,
Indonesia, Japan, and other parts of the world. The
Assyrians were also the originators of the alphabet.

The destruction of Nineveh in 612 B.C. scattered the
Assyrians all over the world. Many of the Assyrians still
live in Middle Eastern countries. Presently there are
about 50,000 Assyrians living in Chicago.

We have upheld all our traditions and customs and
still speak our ancient mother tongue. Even though we
do not have a country anymore, we have survived
through the centuries and were still going strong.
Further history of the Assyrians can be found through-
out the Old Testament of the Bible. Isaiah 19:23-25,1s a
good example of the Lord’s promise to the Assyrians.
People think we do not exist anymore because we do not
have a country, but we are alive, well, and united. The
Jews only recently got their cOuntry., « » « o D0€s this
mean that they did not exist up until then?

Discover your Heritage while
Nineveh is waiting for you . . .
And you can bring Nineveh closer

to you by subscribing to it . . .

TODAY!




An Assyrian Missionary Discovers His Heritage in Japan
by Rev. Kenny Joseph

One of the highlights of thirty years in Japan as
a missionary evangelist-writer was a recent trip to
Sakoshi on the inland sea for sato-gairi and haka-
mairi (returning to your old home and visiting your
ancestor's graves). You ask, "What in the world is a

foreigner like you talking about what is onty
reserved for Japanese?" That's where the story
begins.,

Most Japanese would be pleased if they could find
their family history going back two or three
generations. If you figure one generation equals 33
years, | figure my ancestors landed at Sakoshi Kinmei
1,400 years, or 43 generations ago.

lhad studied about the Nestorian (nickname for the
Assyrian Church of the East) movement for 25 years
and every indication, after researching 129 volumes,
points to our forbears coming from Edessa which is
now in modern Turkey, through Persia, India, China,
and via Korea to Sakoshi., Imagine my disappointment
when [ was told by scholars that there was no Sakoshi
even on the railway maps and that someone had made a
bad mistake.

But in the middle of a preaching trip to Himeji, |
got over to Ai-oi where | inquired if it was true
that there was no Sakoshi. | was told that it was
just down the road. So, hesitantly, | got on a bus
and ended up at a little port called Sakoshi. !
asked a local fisherman if he had ever heard of the
Nestorians. He said to ask a Buddhist priest, who in
turn said to ask a Shinto priest, who said, "Ask Mr.,
Okuto," He is a scholar, and | could tell as soon as
I met him that | had struck pure gold., He said,
"Yes, we have 28 scholars and laymen who have been
studying the history of Sakoshi because they have
also heard about this and | would be more than glad
to take you around before dark.'

Mr. Okuto then took me first to Shinto Shrine where
he explained that there is no reason for the name——
it is called "Daijbyaku," but that is simply the
Chinese reading for the word "David." And how could
there be a shrine of David if this was Shintoism? So
itmustbe connected with the Old Testament and King
David.

We went further and he showed me a ¢ross on a
triangular pedestal carved out of stone. He told me
that there is no history in Shintoism of either a
cross or a triangle, but in the Trinity of
Christianity, plus the cross is clear to understand.

Next he showed me an old drawing of a long-nosed
foreigner, He said that no Japanese in these parts
has ever had a long nose like that. But the
Rev. Kenny Joseph, Director
R.E.A.P. Mission
7-39-6, Higashi Oizumi

Nerima Ku, Tokyo, Japan, 177
Tel. 03-922-6402
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tradition is that there were these long-nosed
foreigners, looking very much like my profile, who
came in boats and besides teaching our ancestors the
ways of Gad, the& were also fearless fighters." Then
he showed me a photograph of another death mask of a
long-nosed foreigner, which he said the Japanese used
to put this on and went out to fight, They
believed that they got renewed courage and strength
from using the mask of this fong-nosed foreigner.

Graciousty, Mr. Okuto took time out of his office,
to show me his large Japanese home where we relaxed
and his wife served us traditional tea and cakes. He
then asked what | thought about his heritage—-
pointing to two crusader—type crosses. He said they
have no explanation for this other than it was a
kakure ( or the way the Christians hid their cross)
with exactly four squares, without the usual longer
part on the bottom. | felt it was similar to other
kakures where they would have a Buddhist figure on
the front and a hidden cross in the back.

We pledged to exchange further information. | sent
him a copy of the thesis | wrote in Japanese and
English and I came back after developing the pictures
1 took there feeling that surely | had returned to a
haka-mairi. The last thing Mr. Okuto showed me was
a square brick well, which is nicknamed even today,
"Jacob's Well", [ said it reminded me of the "lsrael
Well" in Kyoto, at lzumasa, which we both agreed
meant of was a Japanese try at pronouncing "lesu
Mshikka", which means ")esus— Messiah?,

Even though [I've visited in person and talked
directly with those involved and though l've studied
and preached in Japanese for 32 years, there is
always a lot Jost in translation. So | sent my
colleague and scholar, Rev. Satoshi Moriyama, pastor
of the Ogikubo Eiko Church, te follow through and see
and verify my findings.

Rev. Moriyama reports, "Yes, | found out something
that even | had not Known. It was an amazing
discovery that 33 years before Shotoku Taishi sent
the Japanese scholars to China to investigate this
new religion, preached by the Assyrian Church of the
East, there was an Assyrian with a Japanese name,
"Hatakawakatsu", working in Japan as a missionary.
He also had a long nose and was from the Middle East,

presumably from Edessa. Mesopotamia. He was summoned
in 602 A.D. by the Emperor Shotoku Taishi and was

asked to build a temple in today's Kyoto area but
this was to be a combination, Christian and Buddhist
temple—which is pre-dating by almost 100 years by
what we said happened in 746.

And so missionary Kenny Joseph discovers his roots
going back 1400, not 1300 years.,

Rev. Kenny Joseph directs the
R.E.A.P. mission.



Source; The Defense Monitor, Vol. XII, Number I, 1983

Date
Location of Conflict Number of troops Trend in Fighting Number ldled
Conflict Began Warring Parties (estimated) Foreign Support Type of Foreign Support  1980-82 (estimated)
MIDDLE EAST/PERSIAN GULF
Afghan government & 25-35.000 USSR Arms, 106,000 troops
Soviet forces 105,000 Increasing 100,000+
Afghenistan 1978 va.
[slamic & anti-communist  $0-100,000 China, Pakistan. US,
guerrillas Saudi Arabia, Egypt Arms
iran 1978 Iranian government 235,000 active; 35,000
vs. para-military* Increasing 4-26,000
separatist and 20-100 000+
anti-government
guerrillas frag Arms
lrag 1979 Traqi government 342,600 active: 12,000
vs. para-military* Increasing NK
separatist and Shiite Mustim 5,000 Iran, Syria Arms
guerrillas
Fraq and Iran 1980 Iraqi government 342.000 active; 12,000 Saudi Arabia, Jordan,  Arms, money
v§. para-military* Egypt, Morocco Increasing 86-100,000
Iranian government 235,000 active; 35.000 Syria, Israel, Libya, Arms
para-military* North Korea
Israel and 1948 Tgraeli government 174,000 active; 4,500 Us Arms
Lebanon v8. para-military™ Increasing 10,000+
Palestinian guerrillas 10,000 Syria, Arab States Arms, 30,000 Syrian troops
Lebanon 1875 Christian Lebanese Tsrael Arms
VS, 100,000 (all factions) Increasing 806,000+
Muslim Lebanese Arab States Arms
North Yemen 1950's North Yemen government 32,050 active; 20,000 Sauds Arabia, US Arms
and vs para-military* . Steady 1,000+
South Yemen South Yemen government 26,000 active; 15,000 USSR, East Europe Arms, advisors
para-military*
Pakistan 1972 Pakigtan government 478,000 active; 109,000 US, France, Chira Arms
vE. para-military* Increasing 9,000+
separatist and anti- 5,000+
government guerritlas
Syria 1976 Syrian governmert, 225,500 active; 9.800 USSR Arms, advisors
V8. para-military™ Increasing 5,000+
Sunni Muslim guerrillas 4,000 Jordan Arms
Turkey 1974 Turkish government 589,000 active; 120,000 US, W. Europe Arms
v, para-military* Decreasing 6,000+
left-wing, right-wing asd  hundreds
separatist g‘uerﬁl‘l_ns _
n
The Lost Peoples of the Middle East: Documents of
the Struggle for Survival and Independence of the Nineveh's Note:

Kurds, Assyrians, and other Minority Races in the
Middle East, ed. and introduced by F. David An-
drews. Salisbury, NC: Documentarv Publications,

1982. 171 pages. Map. (ndex. 534,85 A collection
of documents on various Middle Eastern minority
-groups taken from previously classified materials
in the US National Archives, and focusing on the
.post-World War II period. A limited edition of 350

copies.

Below is an excerpt from the author’s intro-
duction, and we wish to inform our readers
that this book contains only two documents on
the Assyrians, With the publisher’s permission,
we will print them in our coming issues.

A widely held view is that the Middle East consists of a vast arid region populated
by Moslem Arabs which fronts on a small, isolated enclave of Jews known as Israel. Few
realize that the Middle East is not a racially homogenous region, but rather a hodgepodge of
cultural and racial diversity. This region includes Assyrians, Caucasian Christians, Mennonites,
Turks, Armenians, Druze, Oriental Jews, Kurds and a host of lesser minorities. Instead of
one race, one language, one religion, the Middle East embraces a vast patchwork of diverse
peoples and cultures. And these pockets of cthnic groups are fragmented and ever-changing,
frequently divided by artificually-created national boundaries.

This editor is the first to admit that this book does little more than scratch the surface
of the minority problems in the Middle East. Still it is hoped that thework will serve to be of
value to both student and scholar alike. It may serve to heighten the awareness of the student
in a generally unrecognized and widely ignored issue shaping historical forces in the Middle
East. In addition, the matenals contained herein may themselves prove a valuable point of
departure for the serious scholar of Middle Eastern affairs, providing him with a base for

further research. 1'5.

TO

SUBSCRIBE



IRAQI-ASSYRIAN P.O.W.s IN IRAN

NAME RESIDENCE
STATE

1. Ishaq D2oud Yokhanna Dohok
2 Akram Dinkha

3, Alber Manuel Jamil Baghdad
4. Edward Amaoon Patros Karkok
5. Ishor Geriad Yalda Baghdad
6. Usama Jamil Jarjis Baghdad
7. Eshaya Poulos Athery Baghdad
$. Edward Adam Yalda Baghdad
9. EENA Ziz Skeewa Dahok
10. Andreyos Mikho Maya Dohok
11, Aroni Sheehe Qut Dohok
12 Aprem Danial Gorial Dohok
13. Edward Missan Auwa Dohok
i4. Isho Youkhanna Isho Baghdad
5. Isho Jajo Kaldani Baghdad
16. Slephan Marqus Baghdad
17. Alkan Giliana Marqus Baghdad
18, Amir Shamoun Basrah
19, Usma Oraha Baghdad
20, Albert Jajo Alkaldany Baghdad
21, Addza Yalda Shamoun Arbec!
22. Adceb Toorna Grwargis Arbeel

21, Andrawous Shiemeon (knows Rev. Barkho)
24, Azaad Slewa

75, Ameer Palros Najim - Baghdad -
26. Edward Yacoub Mikhai Baghdad
27. {brahim Gudisho Moshi Dohok
28. Edward |brahim Moshi Dohok
79 Ishak Yako Giwargis Ninewa
30. Adward Dzoud Yokhanna Baghdad
31.Cron Roefail Sargis Kirkuh
i 32. Quro Semo [sho Baghdad
The Christmas Holy Mass for the P.O.W.s was conducted by his Excellency Bishop Youhan- 33. Aprem Amanuel Khoshaba Kirkuk
nan Issayi of the Assyrian Chaldean Church and with the assistance of many Assyrian priests. 34 Elia Giwargis Vacoud Kickuk
= ¥ ' § 5 35. Isho lssa Daoud Mosul
> . - E v - : = ‘¥ b 36. 1sho Yousif Khoshaba Akrawi
] 17. Edmoon Lazar Mosul
18, Akram Dinha Hermel
19 Adesb Leon Nissan Baghdad
40, Adam Dacud Shabo
41. Adeeb Yaida Shamoun Arbeel
47 Oshana Yousif Aziz Dohok
43. Parsos Shamsdeen Benyameen
44 Bashaar Hanna Zava Mosut
45, Barkin Arsin Badros Baghdad
44, Behnam Yokhanna Ishag Pohok
47, Baba Bchnam Baba Mukhtar Mosul
43. Patros Hanna Danial Arbeel
49 Basim Daryawish Odisho Baghdad
50. Benyamin Yokhana Patros
51, Brikha Sabri Barkho Arbeel
52. Behnam Sultan Hanna Dohok
53. Benyamin Yousyl Missan Baghdad
54, Baba Shamasha Gaggo
$5. Behnam Youkhana lIshaq Basrah
$6. Touieek Loga Kaka
57 Toma Tema Qilic Baghdad
58. Toma Khoshaba Antwan Muosul
59, Thamir Hanna Ibraium Baghdad

60. Pious Patros Shaya
&1. Poulis Hermz Denkha
§2. Gearge Louay Giwargis

63. Janan Salman Nincwa
&4. Jir)is isho Patros

63. George Sadig Behnam Baghdad
66. James Siyaoush Iyou Arbeel
67. George Yousif Mousa Salah Al Deer
68. John Yonan Zia AlBan Baghdad
&9, George Ishag Oraham Baghdad
70. John Faraj Houdi

7t. Jamil Ishaq Denkha Dohok
72. Jamil Bashar Elias Dohok
73. Gelbert Nassit Zia Dohok
74, Jamil Hanna Yousil Almagdasr

75. John Hermez Yousil Baghdad
76. Danod Yokhana adam Baghdad
77. Dinka Odisho Dinha Dohok

78. Dinha Poulos Eba

79. Daoud Denkha

£80. Daoud Palros Amacuct Baghdad
81_Dinkha Giwargis Issa

£2. Daoud Shmouel Matti

83, Hermez Sawa Hermez Dohok

84. Warda Isho Wasda Mosul
B5. Witliam Bithyo Lazar Baghdagd
86, Witliam Heemez Giwargis Baghdad
87. Walter Edmons Basra
88. Sami Marogi Rafio
89 Sami Dagud Jajo
. Saced George Patros Qadimya
91. Sarkis Misha Sarkis Baghdad

Most of these Irag-Assyrian P.0O.W s belong to the Assyrian Churches such as the Church of ;i::f:o:ar{f;;a;ﬁ‘:;an 2:':@

the East, Chaldean and Jacobite faiths, 94. Saced Habib Tobia
L 95. Saged Isho Pethyo Baghdad
THE ASSYRIAN SENTINEL, April 1983  (Origianal Teleskof)
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96, Sawa Giwargis
97. Samir Yousif Yalda
9. Saced Zia Shiya

99. Samis Yousif Kakoos
100. Samir Yousif Issa

101, Sargis Mimas Sarkis
102. Sami Larkin Danial
103, Samis Roufail Mikhail
104, Samis Toma Poulus
103. Samir Slewoo Shamoun
106, Semasn Toma Fbrahim
107. Hameed Alkas Yousif
108. Hazim EHabbi Oraha
109. Hazim Yousif Qouds
110. Hikmai Yousif Quods
111. Harim Yousif Yakia
112. Hajarsoon Khacheck
113. Hana Kanon Giwargis AlBazi
H4. Habib Solaks Shamoun
115, Hakvib Shiemon Naono
116, Harim Malkhen Axiz
117. Hanns Toma Hanna
L18. Habib Nouri Aro
119. Talad Faraj Gibreil
120, Yaweth Giwargis Gibrait
121. ¥zko Khio Benyamin
122. Yousif Chappo Kako
123, Paul Elisha ChoCho
124, Yacoub Eazar
125, Yonan Qraha Younan
126. Yonah Hanna Naaman
i127. Yacoub Youkana Ortha
128. Youram Nissan
129. Yalds Giwargis Yacoub
130. Youel Isha Ammo
i31. Yake Yousif Matti
£32. Youkhanng Benyamin Toma
133, Yousipos Fransis Naso
134. Yonan Khoshaba
138, Youkhanina Yatds Qudisha
136, Yaida Orahx Yeldn
137, Younan Oraha Younan
138, Yousil Shamoun Denkha
139. Yubert Mikhail
140. Youkhana Daoud Barkho
141, Khoshaba Youkhana Xhoshabz
142 Khalid Parros Shaya
143 Khoshaba Toma Alkaldany
144, Khannanyz Daoud Youkhanna
145, Khevou Alek Sallo
144, Khevou Ammo Kiryakos
147. Khoshab Yousil Giwargis Barwari
148 Khoshaba Brikha Xhoshaba
149 Khalil Herme? Slemaan
150, Karim Jeriis Ireba
121, Gilvana ¥zba
152 Greeargiv Daoud Shava
15} Gonal Yonan Youosif
154, Karnik Daoud Sarkis
155, Ginargs Hermes Hermer
136, Kanizak Arnik
357 Lilon Az Slewa
1581 ouron Armanzk Sarkis
159 [ coun Elia Yalda
160, L.azar Yacouh
{61, Louis Hanna Yacoub
162, Meelad
163, Manwsur Adam
164. Mawi Behnam Matoshz
165, Mukrim Nouri Sagwa AlZibari
166, Maiti Oudnh Heemes
167, Margus Mikho la)o
168, Mikhal Shava Sorro
169. Malko Fia Alkas Khoshaba
170. Manli Hahin Matli
171 Mam Qudich Hermes

172, Munir Jayo Ivhay
£73. Najib Dsoud
174, Nabeel ibratum
175, Nabect Younis Goral
17 Nahce! Shoukal Shameun
177, Nazar sho Heskeel

178, Najech Daoud Palros
179 Najeeh Bichnam

180. Nacemn Mansous Kasha
181. Noel Danial Youkhana
1R2, Mannw bramiva

1§21, Nidhal Yoepan
184, Najeeh Hermer

185. Najech Nissan

186. Nazar Toma {)shana

187, Maji Palros

188, Sabah Hanna Naamo

189. Sabah Hannz Toma Bakkal
190. Sleawa Shamoun Sannika

191. Sabah Khregali

192. Sabah Gibrait $hame

193, Slewo Ashur Khioy

194, Sabah Mani Hanna

195, Sabah Shabo

196. Sabah Talab Daoud

197. Sabah Babika Shamouyn

198, Sabir Mati Loka Yousif Akrawi
199. Sabri Yalda Yacoub

Dohok

Baghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Haghdad

Baghdad

Dohok
Dohok
Baghdad
Baghdad

Baghdad
Raghdad
Dohok
Dohok
Dohok

Baghdad

Dohok

Dobok
Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Dohok
Dohok

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad

Kiekuk

. (Relative of Rev. Kachol

Qaragoush

Baghdad
Baghdad
Dahok

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad

Baghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad

Bughdad .
Baghdad

Baghdad
Raghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad

207,
208
M.
210,

PN

212
212

214,
5.
216,
217,

21B.
219,
220,

221
2.

223,
14,
228,
226,
7.

229,
230,
23,
232,
233,

235,
236,
FAEN
238,
39,

253,

255,
156.
237,
258.
259,
264,
261,
262,
263.

265,

268.
269.

. Sabah Khoshaba Qudish
01,
202,
03,
204.
205,

. Sabah Hanng Naamo

Sabah Habba Maame
Sabri Yousi( issa
Sabzh Kivakos Main
Sabah Denka Balandar
Sabah Shamoun Elia

Abdulla Nissan Maui

. Amer Yousif Jajo

Aziz Danial Bazi

Emad Yacoub Mati

Adnan Mikhail

Aziz Yako Yousif

Cudisho ¥ eusif Solaka
Ammanuel Adam

Asim Shamoun Yousif
Emad Denkha Shamoun
Aziz Hanna Toma
AbdulKarim Yousif Oudish
Oudish Giwargis

Emad Reno Maiti

Uwain Kurd Qudish

Amer Yonan Youram
Issam Yonan Yousi{
Hgaith Ammanuel Kiryakos
Ghazi Eba

Faris Boya

Fray Shaya Tammo

. Farid Jamil Zaya

Faiz Faraj Mikhail
Farouvk Patcos Marogi
Fadhil Yousil Gorial
Faiz Daoud Bidawced
Farris Faraj Mikhail

. Faraj Moosa Hanna Ballo

Faransss Yousil
Fadhii Yousil Sammo
Fara} Moosa Hanng
farid Mansour Yako
Faiz Sleow Malli

. Farazdaq Adwan Herme?
. Ramzi Sleow

. Ramzi Patros Shamoun
. Ramzi Patros AlKas Oudish
. Raid Aziz Sannaui

. Raad Gibrail Issa

. Rofail Zaya Ramo

. Refail Hanoa

. Raed Mani Elia

. Ramzi Yousil Skiemon

. Raad Ziya Patros

. Ramzi Yousil Shamoun

. Zuhair Razouki Batlah

Zuhair Aniwan

. Zuhair Pethyo Qudish

Zaya Habib Tooma

Zaya Shlemon Zaya

Zays Giwargis Enwiya
Zuhair Leious Issa Jajoka
Zaya Derwin Zoma

Zaya Ketna Shaya
Shamouan Mikhail Denkha
Shamshoun Sakho Enwiya
Shmowl Robin Tooma

. Shamoun Yaida Sorro

Shaba Poulys

. Shamsoun Sada Yako
267,

Sheeba Enwiya Hermez
Shmouel Salab Talya
$hamoun Sara Bako

Baghdad

Baghdad
Mosul
Kirkuk

Mosul
Baghdad

Baghdad
Beghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Baghdad
Bagndad
Baghdad
Baghdad

- Baghdad
Baghdad
Kirkuk

Baghdad

Baghdad
Baghdad

Baghdad
Arbetl

Baghdad

Baghdad
Dohok

Baghdad
Masul

Baghdad

Mosul
Baghdad
Baghdad

Dohok

Baghdad
MNinewa
Baghdad
Masul
Kirkuk

Baghdad
Zakho
Doura
Baghdad

Appreciation

-

The Assyrian Foundation and its friends
wish to extend their appreciation to Mrs.
Turan Tuman who was a guest speaker
at our Foundation on May 14, 1983.
Mrs. Tuman’s topic was: The Aramaean
Principalities Under the Assyrian Empire
in the First Millenium B.c. Her lecture
was followed by a question and answer
period.

w

Mrs. Tuman is an Assyrian from Iran and a Ph.D. candidate in
Assyriology at the University of California, Davis,

We wish her continued success in her academic endeavor.

YOUR FOREFATHERS BUILT THE
FIRST LIBRARY IN THE WORLD. DID
YOU VISIT A LIBRARY TODAY?

READ TODAY!!
READ EVERY DAY!!

This August seventh, let us not forget
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary
of the Simel Massacres.

1933

To forget our martyrs is to deny our existence

1983
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H.H. POPE SHENOUDA 111

His Holiness Pope Shenouda 11! is the 117th successor of
Suint Mark Lhe Apostle who wrote the oldest canonical Gospel
and founded the Coptic Orthodox Church. He was elected in
October 1971, and was consecrated as Pope of Alexandria and
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark on 14th November, 1971,

He was born in 1923, Afer graduating from Cairo
University in 1947, he worked as a teacher and. at the same
time, attended evening classes ut the Coptic Theological
Seminary in Cairo. Because of his academic uchievements he
was sppointed a member of the Seminary Fucuity in 1949, and.
while teaching here, he attended graduate courses in archae-
ology and classics at Cawro University.

In 1954 he experienced a deep urge (o retire lo monastic
life, and entered Al-Serain Monastery in the Western Desert.
Between 1956 and 1962 he led a completely solitary life and
dedicated his time to prayer, meditation and fasting. He was
then ordained Arch-Priest with the ecclesiastical name of
Father Antonius Al-Seriany.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

In 1962, Pope Shenouda's predecessor, the late Pope
Kyrillos V1, consecrated him Bishop and assigned him to the
Presidential Chair of the Coptic Theological Seminary.
Among his responsibilities were the spiritual leadership of
young men and women, and the direction of Christian
education in all the dioceses of Egypt. Thanks to his efforts the
number of students in the Theological Seminary increased
three-fold. Since he became Pope, seminaries have been
established in many provinces, a sign of religious revival
among Coptic youths.

In 1973 Pope Shenoudu established the Institute for
African Studies to prepare African students for missionary
work in their own countries. Another schoo! for Coplic Music
and Hymnology was set up under the name Dydemus
[nstitute. Three graduate institutes for Biblical Studies,
Pastoral Care and Coptic Language followed in 1975 and
1976.

in addition, His Holiness established the General
Commission of Sunday Schools to provide the right guidance
needed by Sunday School teachers in Egypt.

An insatiable reader and lover of the humanities, Pope
Shenouda is a man of great ecumenical insight. His humility
and asceticism have made him a charismatic personality with
strong spiritual influence and an inspired ability to lead his
people. His preachings, sermons and lectures have been
attended by thousands of people throughout Egypt; they flock
to Cairo every Friday to see him and listen to his words at the
newly-built St. Mark’s Cathedral at Anba-Ruweis, a church
which easily accommodates about 8,000 people. In Alexandria,
too. His Holiness gives another weekly lecture on Sundays.
and patiently answers the questions of scores ol listeners.

1

A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
on

HIS HOLINESS
POPE SHENOUDA I1i

PASTORAL CARE

Since his consecration in 1971, Pope Shenouda 111 has
strongly supporied the extension of pustoral care to every
individual in his church. The number of bishops has risen [rom
four to fourteen in the Delta. and from ten to nincteen in
Upper Eygpt. In Cairo and Alexandria, he ordained more than
seventy priests. Over sixty new churches were added to Lhe
existing number of Coptic churches in Egypt. His Holinesghus
also devoted more attention to the Coptic churches outside
Egypt. As the Supreme Pontiff of the oldest church in Africa.

he has responded to the repealed requests of various Africun
countries, and entrusted 1wo bishops with the task of
conducting religious alfairs in North and Eust Africa. In
addition, there are two Coptic Metropelitans in the Sudan,
There are Coptic churches in Libya, Kuwait. Lebunon, [raq.
Jordan and Abu Dhabt.

The number of Coptic churches ia the United States has
now reached sixteen and there are four churches in Canada; in
Australia there are five; in Europe there are seven in Germany
alone, one in France, one in Austria and one in Holland,

The Coptic community in London, after worshipping for
some time at St. Andrew's Church, Hotborn Circus, acquired
in 1976 the church which His Holiness Pope Shenouda is to
consecrate on Saturday, 27th January. 1979 as the first Coptic
church in the United Kingdom.

MONASTIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Asa former hermit, Pope Shenouda 111 has devoted great
efforts 10 rebuilding the old monasteries of St. Pishoi and of
the Paramos. Not only has he ordered the building of new
Coptic-styled cells for the increasing number of monks. but he
has also added large retreat houses where visitors can spend
some time in the monasteries and enjoy the spiritual life with
the monks. He 1s also teading the educational revival among
the monks. preparing for a renaissance in Coptic culture. His
care for the nunneries has belstered the existing movement for
social and cultural services among Coptic nuns.

THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT

His Holiness is known for his devotion to the unity of the
Church. In 1971 he attended the first informal meeting with the
Roman Catholic theologians, held in Viennua. He is the first
Alexandrian Pontifl to visit the Vatican since the great schism
of A.D. 451. In May, 1973, together with Pope Paul VI, he
signed o common declaration in which they expressed their
mutual concern about church unity. A joint committee drawn
from both the Coptic and Roman Catholic theologians was
formed to follow up these efforts under his auspices. Other
visits were exchanged between His Holiness and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch in Constantinople, the Orthodox Patriarchs of
Moscow. Romania. Bulgaria and Antioch. and with the
Catholic Patriarchs in the Middle Eastern countries.

&



The Coptic Church has also become a member of the Pope Shenouda 111 is the chief editor of the official weekly

Midadle East Council of Churches, and has had a stimulating magazine of the Coptic church. "Al-Kiruzah™. He has also
role in the area. Further steps have been taken towards written numerous books on religious subjects: his publications
bringing about a reconciliation with the Protestant Churches include: .

in Egypt: the first meeting of the Churches tock place at the An Introduction to the New Testament.

Patriarchate in December, 1976, A Higher Council for all A Commentary on the Book of Revelations.

Christian Churches in Egypt has ailso been set up.
Under His Holiness's leadership, the Coptic Church’s
active membership in the World Council of Churches has been The Book of the Song of Songs,
greatly fostered. Meditations on the Ten Commandments,
Meditations on the Sermon on the Mount,

Salvation: an QOrthodox Perspective,
LITERARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS The Law of Monogamy.

A Commentary on the Book of Psalms,

As a writer, poet and journalist. Pope Shenouda I1l is St. Mark, Apostle and Martyr,
recognized for his great skills in style and simplicity, as well as
for his attention to profound details and his purist interpret-
ations of the Holy Scriptures. An excellent critic and
spokesman on religious subjects, His Holiness expresses his The Upsurge of the Soul — a poem.
ideas with such clarity that his audience understands his
exposition, is spiritually uplifted and has an increased
knowledge of Christ’s doctrine, '

Repentence,
Silence and Solitude, according to St. Isaac the Syrian,

Source: THE COPTS, published by The American and Canadian Coptic

Commission.
Genter for Migration Studies of New York, Inc. This announcement is a reprint from Sobaya Atou-
208 Flagg Place, Staten Island, New York 10304 . . .
Telephone: (212) 351-8800 raia Newsletter, May-June 1983. For more information,

contact: Assyrian Students Society, Cal State Univ.

Northridge, 18111 Nordhoff St., Northridge, CA 91330.
For Immediate Release & e Northridge ?

CHALDEAN-AMERICANS: Assvnl‘“ cI-Ass '
Changing Conceptions of Ethnic Identity

by Dr. Mary C. Sengstock OF F EBE n ." FALL

“Chaldean-Amerlcans: Changing Conceaptions of Ethnic 1dentity” represents the first book-
length analysis of Chaldeans, a religiols minority segment of the Reman Catholic Church. The text
iftustrates the motives and manners by which this group of Middle Eastern migrants difter from the
more numerous Muslim Arabs.,

The object of this

“Chaldean-Amerl¢ans” is a unique study of ethnic group cenflicts as well as group course is to Camillarize
agreement. This lext contributes to ethnic studies in its discussion of a relatively enknown group the student with the
as well as its analysis of intergroup conflicts. fundamental elements of

the Assyrian lenguege,

Appropriate for both professional and student alike. with an interest in a diversity of academically referred to

ethnicity, "Chaldean-Americans” reprasents an extensive and comprehensive analysis of a previously

. . as Neo-Aramalc, Grammer,
unexplored ares ol migration research. vocabulary and  reading ‘ 983
BOUTT AUTHOR akills will be empha-
A RE ° . . . . o 3ized. Clasgs will be-
Mary C. Bengstock is a Professor of Sociology at Wayne State University She is involved gin with a lecture on ——
in social research and has been published in several pericdicals including Sociofogical Analysis and grammatical principles
the International Migration Revigw, followed by their ap-
plication in various
ABOUT THE PUBLISHER reading exercises. This
The Center for Migration Studies is an educational. non-profit institute founded in New York sepment  shou 1d account
in 1884, committed to the study of the sociclogical, demographic, historicaland legisiative aspects of for the major portion af
human migration and ethnic group relations. cless time. ]
In order for the stu- Aramaic, Hebrew, Arabic
1982 ISBN 0-913256-43-9 {cloth): $14.95. ISBN 913256-42-0, (paper): $9.95 dent to scquire a brosd- Mandﬂic: h’eaterr’\ Syriaé
. . er understanding of the and Western Neo-Aramsic
For further information, contact Francine Bellows: (212} 351-8800. language, a small por- {Jacobite} from & his-

tion of class time will torical perspective will
be devoted to studying be undertaken,

the historical devRlop- Particular emphasis
ments of the Aasyrien will be given to compar-
CVE lanpuage and its rela- ing and contrasting the
CENTER FOR MIGRATION STUDIES tion to other semetic three principal Assyrian
209 Flagg Ptace, Staten Island, N.Y. 10304 languages. Here we will dialects: Urmi Kurdistan
Fiease send me copy (copies) of CHALDEAN-AMERICANS al $14.95 (cloth), and $9.95 Lpaper] per Copy. examine the development-  (Turaya) snd Mosul,

O 1 enclose payment 0 Bidrme gl stages of Assyrian If time &nd  circum-
\Paymaeni must accompany orders by indiviguals). . and its progressive stances permit, a survey
Please add postage and handling on all orde O Library Rate 5,75 [IFirst Class $2.50. Ouiside U5, 31.50 movement away [from clas- of both late gnd contem-
) 9 ~ ¥ : s 82.90. o SRS sical Syrisc. The rels- porary Assyrian liter-
—— tion of Assyrien to 0ld  gature will be incorpor-
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QOur warmest congratulations to His
Holiness Mar Ibrahim Ibrahim

on the first anniversary of his
consecration as the
Chaldean Bishop in

the United States.

Nineveh Magazine

agrtasfogtiag o DA G,
All of us Assyrians, members of the Church of the East,

Chaldeans, Jacobites, Syrianis, are sons of One Nation.
Mar Abraham Ibrahim, D.D.

A Short History of Syriac
Christianity To The Rise
of Islam

. by
W. 8. McCullough

1982 Price: $21.95

For more information, write to:

Scholars Press

Customer Services

P.O. Box 4869

Hampden Station
Baltimore, Maryland 21211
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A Partial List of the Assyrian Churches and Clergies in Diaspora
“

Qur Lady of Chaldeans Cathedral

25585 Berg Rd.
Southfield, MI 48034
356-0565

St. Peter Chaldean Catholic
1040 E. Washington #43

E1 Cajon, CA 92020
714-440-4740

St. Paul Chaldean Catholic
2628 Montrose Ave,
Montrose, CA 91020
213-249-5177

St. John‘s Assyrian American
Apostelic Church

1421 W. Lawrence

Chicago, 1L 60640

271-1116

Rev. John Meno
45 Fair Mount Ave.
Hackensack, NJ 07601

Rev. Shamoun Asmar

St. Mary Assyrian Church
17 Hawly st.

Worcester, MA

St.Mathew Syrian Orthodox Church

149 Park Street
West Roxbury, MA

Rev. Attanasis Yousif
131 Buena Vista Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10701
914-4723-1944

Rev. Barkho Daoud

6904 Gentry Ave,

North Hollywood, €A 91605
213-765-6363

Rev. Badai Pero
830 Canal Drive
Turlock, CA 95380

Rev. Michael Burnie

165 N.W. 65th Street
Seattie, WA 98101

206-789-1843

Chaldean Sacred Heart Parish
19110 Danburg Ave.

Detroit, MI 48203
368-6214

St. Thomas Apostlie Church
2901 N. Berkeley

Turlock, CA 95380
209-634-1208

St. Ephraim's Church
2537 W. Bryn Mawr
Chicago, IL 60645
312-271-8899

Mar Athanasios Y. Samuel
49 Kipp Ave.
Lodi, NJ 07644

Rev. John Koury

Assyrian Orthodox Church
of Virgin Mary

644 Paramus Rd,

Paramus, NJ 07652

Rev, Nehme

St. Ephraim Syrian
Orthodox Church

900 N. Hoover

Los Angeles, CA 90004

Very Rev.Issa Tabbakh
L'Eglise St.Jacques Syrienne
Orthodoxe De Montreal

750 Boul. St.Joseph Blvd
Montreal, Quebec

Canada, H2J 1K2

Rev. Kako Lazar, Archdeacon
1538 W. Chase

Chicago, IL 60626
312-761-6048

Rev. Aprim Debaz
5842 N. Christiana
Chicago, IL 60659
312-478-5908

Rev. Issac Rehana

110 Cabot Street

New Britain, CN 06053
203-223-8788

Rev. Mark Brown

2990 Fruitridge Road
Sacramento,CA 95822
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Mar Addai Church
24010 Cooliage Way
Oak Park, MI 48237
547-4648

St. Joseph Chaldean Catholic
2442 E. Big Beaver

Troy, Ml 48084
528-3676

Rev. Francis David
880 Tamarack Ave.
San Carlos, CA 94070

St. John the Baptist Syrian
Orthodox Church

3748 N. Newland Ave,
Chicago,IL 60634

728-6136

Very Rev.Abdelahad Doumato
St.Ephraim Church

215 Washington St.

Central Falls, RI 02863

Rev.Abdelahad Shara
Sts.Peter & Paul Syrian
Orthodox Church

25441 Lois Lane
Southfield, MI 48075

Very Rev.Abdelkarim Karma
St.Ephraim

163 13th Ave. South
Sherbrooke, Canada, Que.

His Grace Mar Aprim Khamis
7444 N, Kildare

Skokie, IL 60076
312-673-0022

Rev. Yousip Zaia
1644 Flickinger Ave.
San Jose, CA 95131
408-259-8207

Rev. Samuel Dinkha

5601 N. California

Chicago, IL 60625
312-989-8279

His Beatitude Mar Narsai De Baz

Metropolitan
P.0.Box 90384
Jedayah Al-Matten
Beirut, Lebanon
263-362



lev. Ninos Michael, Archdeacon
1623 43rd Ave,
san Francisco, CA
115-564-9126

94122

\ssyrian Church of the East
'.0. Box 313

fazel Park, Ml 48030
lev. Younan Yowe]l

j9 Leighton Rd

:aling, London W 13, U.K.

111-44-1-579-7259

lev. Younan Gewargis

'.0. Box 283

‘girfield, N.S.W.Australia 2165
i11-2-609-2584

lis Grace Mar Giovanni Basciu
iishop of Sardecna

'ia Napoli 182

19094 Marriniu, Italy

‘el: 0783-85205

ir. Andrews Soro

attarkan Street, Darya Now
hird Ave.
eheran, 14,
el: 973-526

{ran

ssyrian Evangelical
nited Church of Christ
447 N. Hazel

hicago, IL 60640
el:561-6585

ssyrian Pentecostal Church
748 West Devon

hicago, IL 60660

74-1358

Rev. Ashur Soro
P.0. Box 1448, Station-B
Weston, Ontario
Canada M92 2W9

Mr. Jess Gilyan
3640 E, 34 Place
Hobart, IN 46342
219-962-3806

Rev. QOraha Jidah
Karrhoks Gatan 50

55269 Jonkoping, Sweden
46-36-185312

Rev. Gewargis T. Haroon

8 Broadhurst Ave.
Reservoir,Victoria,Australia 3073
61-3-460-1227

His Grace Mar Claudio Vettorazzo
Bishop of Aquileia

San Giorgio,Via Angelo Saggini 1
35030 Galzignano-Terme, Padova
Italy

Tel: 049-528-340

Rev. Aurahan Askarov

Assyrian Church of the East
South Kargar St, Toosee St. #.65
Teheran, Iran

Tel :542-406

The Assyrian Evangelical
Covenant Church
Box 774

Skokie, IL 60076

Carter Memorial Presbyterian
1433 W. Pensacola

Chicago, IL 60613

549-1163

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE. Pope Shenouda, the coptic
patrirch of 10 miflion coptic Christians in Egypt and leader of several
ather millions outside of Egypt, has been under arrest since Sept. 5,
1981, following drastic measures taken by the late President of Equpt
Anwar Sadat. Pope Shenouda today stil remains a prisoner. An-
announcement in the N.Y. Times of Wednesday Jan. 26, 1983 put by

The Coptic Church Congregations in America and Canada and
other Coptic associations adressed President Reagan and the Con-

gress to seek his release.

POPE SHENOUDA
The Coptic Patriarch
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His Beatitude Mar Timotheus
Metropolitan

M.T.M.Birth Centenary Building
Anchangadi, Trichur 680005
Kerala, India

Tel: 2252

Mar Shimon Bar Sabaie
Assyrian Church of the East
3117 Lewis Street

Flint, MI 43506

Mr. Emmanuel Assurayan
306 Gruenther Ave.
Rockville ,MD 20851
Off. 301-279-5535
301-424-3929

His Grace Mar Youkhanan Auraha
Bishop

P.0. Box 47
Hasaka, Syria
Tel: 20337

S.ALR.

His Grace Mar Daniel Yacob
Bishop

1523 Bryn Mawr Way
Modesto, CA 95351

Rev. Aprim Mar Younan

Assyrian Church of the East

Sainte Mary Church, Khayam St
Aurmeah, Iran
Tel:0441-2259

Mr. Ashur Nicola Al-Jello
P.0. Box 5728

Al-Khalifa Group

Sasat, Kuwait

First Assyrian Baptist Mission
4100 N, Greenview
Chicago, IL 60613




Facts For Your File

Facts For Your File

The Ashuriyun:

Their master and chief is named Ibn Sigtiri ibn
Ashuri. They collect revenues and profits, In some
things they agree with the Jews and about other things
they disagree with them. They appear to be a sect of
Jesus.

Source: The Fihrist of al-Nadim, A Tenth-Century Survey of Musiim Cul-

ture, Bayard Dodge, Editor and Translator, Columbia University Press, New
York, 1970.

Athur:

The name occurs again in the Qld Persian text of the
Behistun Inscription but the only other inscriptional
evidence comes from Aramatic documents from the site;
these used to be dated to the Parthian period, and taken
as evidence that the names of the old Assyrian gods
survived in the community until the 3rd century A.D.,
but they are now said to come from the 7th century B.C.
As a geographical name Athura may refer simply to the
town but in Greek sources it is clear that "4 roupiw refers
to the whole northern area. The site seems definitely to
have declined in importance under the Sasanids, and
Athor in Syriac indicates simply a parish which con-
tinued until the late Middle Ages.

The Arab geographers refer to Athur (sometimes
written Akur); 1t is, however, defined by them not as
modern Kalcat Sharkat but as an earlier name for Maw-
sil, and also as the name of the province which was later
called al-Djazira [g.v.].

Source: The Encyclopedia of Islam, E. J. Brill, 198C.

Iraq: Oil Exports Hurting

More than two and a half years since the day it
started, the continuing war between Iran and Iraq
still appears to be a stalemate. But a look at what
has happened tothe oilindustiry in each of the two
countriesindicatesthatin this sector, atleast, itis
the Iragis who have been hurt the most.

Iraqg’s capacity to export oil has been severely
handicapped since the very first days of the war,
when Syria, an ally of Iran, closed down Irag's
main pipeline to the Mediterranean. In addition,
tankers have been hindered by an Iranian naval
blockade fromreaching Iraq’s oilterminals onthe
Gulf. As a resuilt, the Iraqis have been limping

Source: The Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, June 27, 1983. 35

along on exports of only about 700,000 barrels a
day— less than one quarter as much as before the
war—which go through a pipeline to Turkey that
is stillfunctioning. These exports bring in over $7
billion a year—a rather modest sum in view of the
$1 billion per month that Irag is spending for the
waralone. Itsreserves have dropped from $35 bil-
lion to something around $5 billion, and it has
been depending for financial survival on hand-
outs from Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. But these
handouts have been getting smaller and more
infrequent in recent months.

In the meantime, Iran’s exports have increased
from one million barrels per day at the beginning
of the war to about 1.7 million barrels a day-—
whichisin any case still lessthan half as much as
Iran exported during the bestdays under the Shah.
Occasional Iraqi bombings of Iranian oil installa-
tions and export facilities have failed to halt the
fiow. The Iranians still export through the island
of Kharg with relative impunity.

The Iranians may have trouble producing any
more, however, for the foreseeable future. Its

present production is coming from wells having
natural flow, but any substantial increase would
require waterinjection or otherrecovery methods
for which, since the purges of the revoelution, there
is a shortage of skills.

0Oil problems for both sides could be a lot worse,
if either side had pursued the bombing of the oth-
er's oil facilities with as much thoroughness and
determination as it was capable of showing.

Bombings and Swipes

The Iraqgis have several times hit cil platforms
at Nowruz, in the Gulf, causing fires and leaks of
oil. They have bombed an Iranian oil tank farm
near Abadan and taken several swipes at ships
approaching Kharg Island. But they never seri-
ously tried to damage this vital oil shipping cen-

- ter. It is very well-defended with a U.S.-installed

air defense system, although by no means invul-
nerable.

The Iranian airforce, on the other hand—de-
pendent on American spare parts—ran out of
steam early in the war. In the southern part of
fraq, Iranian planes did bomb the sheds of a con-
structioncompany and a refinery on the outskirts
of Basrah in the early weeks and also attacked
some offshore oil loading installations in the
regicn of Rumeila, near the port of Basrah. But
even with the airforce’s limitations, the attacks
appeared to be perfunctory.

Many observers believe that neither side wanted
to go all out, for fear that the other side could give
as good as it got—and that the net resuit would be
.the destruction of the oil industries of both coun-
tries.



Medicine

When to

Preserve Life?

The ‘ethics gap’ created by technology

e

e,

Marilyn Dunlop writes for the independent
“Toronto Star,” from which this is excerpted.
N choosing life or death for an-

other. As life-sustaining tech-
nology advances, families and doctors
increasingly confront that decision,
without easy answers.

In March the parents of six-year-old
Stephen Dawson, in accord with his
surgeon, asked the British Columbia
courts to let their profoundly retarded
son die, foregoing a brain operation.
One court upheld their decision but it
was overturned on appeal, and the boy
immediately underwent an operation.

His parents since have urged the
medical and legal professions to
establish guidelines that would help
other parents avoid courtroom ordeals
like theirs. The Canadian Medical As-
sociation is considering rules to advise
doctors on steps to be taken in deciding

whether to treat a severely defective
child. But ethics experts generally

o decision is more difficult than

Waorld Press Review/Jung 1283

MARILYN DUNLOP

“"Cases so debatable that reasonable people could take either side.”

THE TORONTO STAR

Asriin Botker/T aurls

agree that it will never be possible to
devise guidelines to cover all cases.

Dr. Michael Bayles, director of a bio-
ethics center in London, Ontario, says
guidelines will be feasible only for
clear-cut cases where brain damage is
irreversible and nothing can be done to
give the babies any real life. “But it
still leaves us with a range of cases so
debatable that reasonable people could
take either side,” he says.

At issue in the Stephen Dawson case
was whether the child’s life had value
to him. Retarded, blind, and unable ta
speak or control body movements, the
boy could give no clear indication of
how he felt about his limited existence.
Two judges made opposite rulings, and
it is doubtful that any guidelines could
have been applied.

Some hospitals are attempting to
bring together professionals who could
help a family decide. At Foothills
Hospital in Calgary a committee meets
upon request with a patient’s family,
nurse, and doctor te discuss the pros

and cons of removing life-support
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equipment or withholding treatment
from patients whose outlook is grim.
The committee makes no decisions it-
self but airs ethical arguments and
notes legal ramifications.

Dr. David Roy, a Montreal bioethics
expert, says that the doctor should
bring together the family and all peo-
ple involved in the care to reach a joint
decision. “The balance of leadership
shifts, depending on how uncertain the
outcome is. The greater it is, the
greater should be the [family’s] say.”

Physicians sometimes give families
conflicting advice, Bayles says, but dis-
agreements over whether to treat are
diminishing. "“A decade ago physicians
were split equally on whether to per-
form life-saving bowel surgery on new-
borns with Dowan’s syndrome. Now
there is emerging agreement that such
surgery should be done. Down’s chil-
dren can enjoy life immensely.”

The Dawson case is the first in
Canada in which parents argued to let
a child die when treatment would pro-
long life. In the U.5. an Indiana court
upheld the decision by parents of a
Down's syndrome baby to let him die,
provoking the Department of Health
and Human Services to threaten the
hospital with a cutoff of federal funds if
a similar death again occurs. In
California a couple chose to prevent
their twelve-year-old son from having
heart surgery, sparking a heated de-
bate in medical and legal circles.

Roy favors treatment if it will pre-
vent deterioration or improve a pa-
tient’s condition but not if deterioration
is irreversible. Yet in Stephen Daw-
son’s case even those guidelines pro-
vide no definitive answer. The brain
surgeon predicted that the child, un-
treated, would slip into a coma and die,
probably within a few weeks. But it
was also possible he might survive, in
worse condition than without surgery.

The dilemma arcse because he was
handicapped. Mental retardation as-
sociations argue that the retarded
should be treated just as people without
handicaps, but Bayles disagrees. “If I
tost my sight, hearing, and bodily con-
trol, would 1 want my life preserved? I
don’t think so0.”

But that might not be the view of a
Stephen Dawson, who has known no
life but the one he has. |
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THE SITUATION OF THE CHRISTIANS IN EGYPT
The highest ranking Coptic Christian religious

leader Pope Shenouda 111, Patriarch of Egypt, remains
in exile since September 5, 1981, by the Egyptian
government in spite of wide protest. Pope Shenouda
has never had any charges brought against him. Pope
Shenouda's only crime is protesting the treatment of
his people by the Egyptian government and Muslim
fundamentalists.

On December 26, 1981, the Egyptian government
released the leaders of the Muslim fundamentalist
organizations responsible of the murder of President
Sadat. Yet it would not release leaders of the
peaceful Christian minority.

Eight Coptic bishops and seme priests were released
within the last few months. However, they are under

house arrest. The bishops were confined in the
monasteries of §t. Mina and 5t. Mary (Al-Mabharraq)
and are not allowed to practice their duties and
return to their dicceses. The released priests are
not allewed to conduct services or preach in their
churches.

Two Coptic weekly magazines have been closed since
September 5, 1981 for no reason except 1o appease the
Muslim fundamentalists and Muslim sheikhs. On the
other hand, Muslim magazines are freely published by
Al-Azhar University sheikhs.

On April 30, 1980 the Egyptian People's Assembly
approved changes of the Egyptian Constitution to make
the Koran the main source of laws. Such article
gives constitutional bases of treating Christians and
other non-Musiim minorities as second class citizens.
According to Koranic principles, non-Muslims: should
be denied leadership positions; should not buiid or
repair churches; cannot testify against the Muslims
in the court; and are not allowed to own property.
The following are examples of what is practiced in

Egypt:

*The Supreme Court has decided that Christians are
infidels and cannot testify against a Muslim in
the court.

* A Christian judge cannot decide a case in court in
which a Muslim is involved.
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*The Supreme Court in Alexandria has decided that a
Muslim who adopts Christianity is considered
legally dead!

On March 12, 1982, Al-Ahram newspaper indicated
that Dr.  Sufi Abo-Taleb, President of the people's
Assembly, stated that all the Egyptian Civic laws
will be shaped acceording to Islamic principles.

On June 11 and 18, 1982, Al-Ahram newspaper
indicated that I[slamic¢ principles will soon be the
laws in Egypt.

Onjune 23, Akher-Saa magazine indicated that the
Grand Sheikh of lIslam stated that Islam is a
nationality! And according to the Second Article of
the Egyptian Constitution, Egypt is a Muslim country,
we wonder what is the nationality of Egypt's
Christians?

On jure 28, 1982, Mayo newspaper indicated that Dr.
Sufi Abo-taleb, President of the People's Assembly,
stated that the different committees in the assembly
have finished shaping all the Egyptian laws according
to the lIslamic code.

On July 4, 1982, the New York times indicated that
"The speaker of People's Assembly, Dr. Sufi
Abo-Taleb, announced this week that the complex task
of codifying the principles of lslamic law so that
they can be used in place of the present civil legal
system is almost completed.!

On April 8, 1980, the Supreme Court of Egypt
decided that a former Christian who converted to
Islam did not have the right to renounce Islam and
readopt Christianity or be considered an apostate
because there is no apostacy in Islam. According to
Islamic principles, any apostate should be killed.
Thesame court decided that the second article which
states that Islam is the state religion and Koran is
the main source of c¢ivic laws that supersede
succeeding articles of religious freedom (Article 46)
and equality. Any interpretations of other articles
should be in the context and do not contradict the
second article that [slamic principles are the main
source of law. Such principles do net consider
non—Muslim as equal partners but as dhimi(protected)
people who should not have equal rights,



The Apostacy law that is now under consideration to
be implemented was shelved in 1977 after a world wide
protest. According to Al-Ahram newspaper on August
6, 1977, the death penalty is prescribed for Muslims
who convert to Christianity or any other religion.
Evidence for prosecution c¢an be obtained by the
testimony of any two adult Muslim males. A minor
(10-14 years old) who converts to Christianity or any
other religion is to be whipped 50 times by a slender
stick. Anyone who persuades a Muslim to convert to
Christianity or to any other religion will receive
the death penalty.

Al-Ahram newspaper has advertised about positions
for King Fiesel Bank in Egypt and has indicated that
only Muslims can apply.

No Christian is a college dean, police
commissioner, c¢ity manager, appointed province
governor of associate, university president, or in
any leadership position. There are three Christian
cabinet ministers without pertfelies to camouflage
discrimination; and one Christian Ambassador out of
127.

Admission of Christians to graduate school, and
military and police colleges is restricted to 3%.
Christians are restricted to 3% of those awarded
fellowship to study abroad.

These facts are indicative of the state-sponsored
discrimination considering there are approximately
eight million Christians out of forty millien in the
population (20%) however the Egyptian government
underestimates their percentage to 6%. President
Carter indicated to H. H. Pope Shenouda Ill, the
Patriarch of Alexandria, during his visit to the
White House April 20, 1977, and in the presence of
the Egyptian Ambassador, that the Egyptian Christians
are not less than seven million Egyptians; and he is
well briefed about the Coptic problem., On May 23,
1977 "The New York Times" published an article,
"Coptic Egyptian Struggle to Retain Culture in U.S.",
in which it indicated that "it is now estimated that
about seven million of Egypt’s 40 million are Copts."

The Ministry of Isfamic Affairs has seized most of
the Church Trust land. in addition the Egyptian
government seized the church schools and hospitals,
while it financially supports Musiim organizations to
build schools and hospitals which do not accept
Christians such as Al-Azhar University and its
secondary and elementary schools all over the
country.

[t is required to have a Presidential permit to
build a new church or to repair an old one, but it is
impeossible to secure such a permit. Before having a
Presidential permit, the church site should not be
beside a mosque, an educational institution, a major
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square, government agencies; and the congregation
shouid have the permission of Muslim sheikh and
leaders. Presidential permits, however, have not
been acted on ™o build churches in (a) Mamoura,
Alexandria, since 1964; (b} Al-Khanka since it was
burnt in 1972; (¢) Sanabou, Province of Assyuit since
1974; and etc. There are around 200 applications
which have not been acted upon.

The state—controlled mass media continuously
characterize the Christians as infidels and their
faith as corrupt. Meanwhile they deny Christian
Clergy the right to defend their faith. Those who
tried to defend their faith without attacking Jslam
were arrested and jailed on September 5, 1981,

Arabic language and history courses are heavily
saturated with Islamic teachings and derogatory
attitudes and prejudice against Christians and
Christianity. The Christian children are obliged to
memaorize verses from Koran which c¢haracterizes
Christians as infidels,

On June 28, 1982, Al-Akhbar newspaper indicated
that President Mubarak met with the Prime Minister,
Grand Sheikh of Islam, Minister of Education, and
Minister of lIslam Affairs and discussed Islamic
teaching for all students in schools and
universities.

In history courses the Christian era in Egypt is
completely ignored. Around seven hundred years of
Egyptian history is pushed back in the dark. In
addition the Coptic Museum under the government's
control is neglected. Christian monuments and
remains have been removed from the museum since the
1973 war, It is feared that the Muslim officials
might have destroyed them. It is a cultural genocide
as well as a religious suppression and
discrimination.

No one who attacked or killed Christians has been
prosecuted since 1970.

Christian preoperties have been seized by Muslim
fundamentalists and converted to mosques without any
protection from the Egyptian government or
retribution against the perpetrators of terrorism.

The American Coptic Association is calling upon all
freedom-loving people to protest the continuing
detention of the Christian leaders and religious
discrimination and suppression against Egypt's
Christians; and the application of Islamic rules on
them. We are requesting that your respected
committee and the U.S. Congress express your concern
and use your influence for the human rights of
Egypt's Christians and the freedom of the Christian

leadership. For more information , contact:

The American Coptic Assoc.
Christians of Egypt

P.O. Box 9119 G.L.S.
Jersey City, N.J. 07304
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Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East

MAR NARSAI PARISH 3939 LAWTON STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94122 (415} 753-9502
REVEREND NENOS S. MICHAEL, ARCHDEACON (415) 564-9126
T0: ALL ASSYRIANS JUME 21, 1983

FROM:  CHURCE MOTWA

~ Dear Parents:
ke are happy to announce that our Sunday school will be open every
Sunday startina July 17, 1983 for children ages 3 to 12.

e will have Assyrian classes, interesting proaramms for children, Bihle
studies, etc.

Time: 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 HNoon

At Church Hall 3939 Lawton Street
San Francisco, California

For enrolment, please call Mrs, Nineveh Michael at (415)564-9126
It is important that all parents should encourage their children to
attend the school. It will be rewardina. Suqgestions are welcomed.

You may also fill in the bottom portion and mail it back to us. Thank you.
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Child's name_
Address

Age

Parents Signature

Phone Nate

YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED. THANK YOU AND MAY GOD BLESS
YOUu,

ANNOUNCEMENT

Messlanic Teaching Classes for adult members of the church
will start on July 20, 1983 in the social hall of the church,
at 8:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. For more information call Archdeacon
Nenos Michael at (415)564-9126.
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DEDICATED TO THE
ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION
OF ASSYRIANS

NEEDS
YOUR SUPPORT
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NOOHRA FOUNDATION

Dr. Rocco A. Errico founded
the Noohra Foundation twelve
years ago as an educational
organization. The purpose of the

Naohra Foundation is to make
known throughout the world the
Lamsa English translation of the
ancient Aramaic Bible. The late Dr.
George M. Lamsa corrected over
12,000 mistranslations found in all
of the traditional English versions
of the Holy Bible. Aramaic was the
language of Jesus.

Dr. Errico is uniquely qualified
having studied and traveled with
the rencowned Assyrian Biblical
authority, Dr. Lamsa, for ten vears.
He is the only student accredited by
Dr. Lamsa and is continuing the
Lamsa works,

Hoecco A. Errico, D.D,
President and Founder

The Noohra Foundation in conjunction with Mrs. Nina Shabaz, niece of Dr. Lamsa,
residing in Turlock, California, continues ...

...TO KEEP Dr. Lamsa’s works available: The Holy Bible from Ancient Eastern Manuscripts,
Commentaries and other related materials, books and tapes.

...TOMAKE Dr. Errico’s works available: The Ancient Aramaic Prayer of Jesus, and other
related materials, books and tapes.

...TO EXPAND and universalize this knowledge of the primitive Semitic customs by: study
groups, training teachers and ministers, conducting classes and seminars, producing more
educational materials for colleges, unjversities and various denominations.

A TRIBUTE TO THE ASSYRIAN PEOPLE

“We have now traced the history of a strange nation...a strange survival in an
isolated corner of the world, these last representatives of the ancient Assyrian
stock have hitherto kept up the most primitive of Semitic customs to an extent that

can hardly be paralleled elsewhere...” Dr. W, A, Wigram

For a free catalog and further infermation, write or call

2720 S. Harbor Blvd., Suite I, Santa Ana, CA 92704/ 714/754-4186

42



. - TO: | Non-Pr i'l

Organization
ASSYRIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA U
1920 San Pablo Avenue p]zi::;]mcs?z

Berkeley, CA 94702

S R S R s






